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Budget
cuts reflect
economy
By ERIK PRANG

P

uget Sound is in the final
stages of its annual budget
process, setting forth a balanced budget for the 20122013 year. Last month the Budget
Task Force, a panel of students, staff
and faculty, sent its recommendations to the President and his cabinet.
They released the details in a report made available to the campus
community and received feedback.
The budget details an overall positive and strategic outlook despite reflecting challenging economic circumstances.
In 2011-12, the administration
enacted a budget reduction of $1.6
million, or about 2% of the educational and general budget. For 201213, the Task Force recommends
a smaller reduction: $748,000, or
about 1% of the budget.
Most of the savings would
come from the academic division
($420,000) with the rest from Finance & Administration ($278,000)
and Student Affairs ($50,000). Puget
Sound last conducted the budget planning process in 2006, but
the implementation of recommendations was seriously constrained
thereafter by the economic down-

Conversing
with the

candidates
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By KRISTIE DUTRA & MARINA BALLERIA

he ASUPS 2012 election
campaigns have proven
livelier and more competitive
than last year’s, with four
presidential candidates and
three vice-presidential candidates in the
running.
The election debate, held on Valentine’s
Day, brought several contested issues to the
surface. Among the most discussed were
plans for Club Rendezvous, the lack of study
space on campus, the general apathy of the
student body, the role of ASUPS with regard
to political resolutions, and the amount of
the executive salary.
The Trail talked with all of the candidates
to learn more about their platforms and
reasons for running.

see BUDGET page 2

Badham,
Mulhausen
commended
By ELENA CLEARY

see ELECTIONS page 6

The Trail endorses a presidential and vice presidential candidate: Opinions, Page 3

On January 26th, Todd Badham
(’85) and Nicole Mulhausen (’89)
won the Summit Award for 2011
Employee Transportation Coordinators of the Year presented by
Pierce Trips. As coordinators for
Puget Sound’s Commute Trip Reduction Program (CTR), Badham
and Mulhausen have “demonstrated outstanding commitment
to CTR through [their]… efforts,
creativity, innovation, personal
commute choices, participation
in CTR networking activities, and
county and statewide events and
promotions throughout the year”
according to Piercetrips.com.
Not only have Badham and Mulhausen participated in promoting
green options to Pierce County but
they are both actively involved in
University of Puget Sound’s Sustainability Advisory Committee
(SAC), which is dedicated to fostering sustainable living and behavior on campus. Under the Climate Subcommittee, they have
helped create the Logger
see AWARD page 2
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turn.
Addressing this, the Budget Task
Force’s report contained details of
economic conditions that explain
the University’s current financial
outlook. The report acknowledged
the tough reality of the current recession: economic recovery remains
tenuous and growth is expected to
remain slow for some time. Inflation was back on the rise in 2011,
and unemployment remains high.
State programs which provide
benefits like student aid are starving
for funds. Investment and housing
markets have yet to fully recover and
fewer families have access to home
equity, which is often used to help finance college education. Given the
uncertainty of the future, many prospective students worry about the
return on their investment in a college degree.

AWARD

continued FROM page 1

Commute website and instituted
the shared use of Zipcars.
In a recent interview with Badham, he says that one way SAC has
helped keep the university green is
that “every two years we survey all
the staff to figure out how people
commute to campus. We measure
by two gauges: SOV (single-occupier-vehicles) and VMT or vehicle
miles traveled, and essentially you
want to reduce those numbers.” He
continued on to say that one way
they have reduced those numbers
is by establishing a registered carpool where those who participate
travel to work together at a specific
time and leave together after work.
This lowers the amount of pollution and cost of gas per person.
Badham also adds those who are
a part of a carpool also get a first
choice of parking spots as an extra
incentive to join. He has worked
alongside others at SAC to obtain
the availability of Zipcars for stu-

However, the report also notes
some positive economic signs
for Puget Sound. Specific indicators seem promising: the number
of freshman applications has increased by over 70% to 7,200 since
2006, with a current acceptance rate
of 52percent. Tuition has risen by
4-5% in each of the last three years,
which amounted to the smallest increase in nearly 40 years.
The budget for student financial
aid increased steadily around 1012% over the same period. The administration hopes to carry this
momentum forward while working within the existing budget constraints.
The report indicates that the University is working to diversify its
funding sources by strengthening its
fundraising efforts and endowment.
Currently, the school is primarily
funded through tuition revenue and
earnings on assets.
The Budget Task Force includdents. The university tried to secure Zipcars for students two years
ago but the company only rented
out to those 21 and older. However,
after Zipcar’s commencement of a
college program, SAC was able to
allot Zipcars to students as young
as 18.
When asked about future plans
and goals for UPS, Badham stated
that that he planned to initiate the
use of ORCA cards and vanpools.
“It's hard to get people to commute together but we were looking at van pools because we have
a lot of people who live in pockets far away like Olympia, Seattle
and across the bridge. We tried
a year ago but we didn’t attract
enough people,” he admits. “One
of the hardest parts of organizing
a carpool is getting people to meet
in the same place and leave at the
same time and when it comes time
for people to leave work, again the
same problem.”
But despite this problem, he still
plans to try again in the hopes that
enough people will join. Regarding
ORCA cards, Badham says they
are extremely useful because they
would enable students to travel by
light rail, ferry and Sound Transit by simply adding money to the
card.
For many students wishing to
get off campus either for a weekend in the city or to get to an offcampus job, using an ORCA card
is an easy way to travel.

ed in its recommendations a 3.97%
increase in tuition rates, which will
bring the cost of undergraduate tuition to $40,040. The recommended
increase is the lowest in forty years,
and Puget Sound’s 2011-12 tuition
is 4.0% below the rate of similar
schools nationwide.
Vice President for Enrollment
George Mills and other campus
leaders believe Puget Sound can
remain competitive at this tuition
level providing we continue to effectively communicate the value of
a Puget Sound education, provide
competitive financial aid packages
and invest in targeted recruitment
activities.”
Senior Elayna Zammarelli, who
is a student member of the Budget
Task Force, explained, “Through the
process, Puget Sound was very concerned with keeping the school marketable and affordable to students,
staff and faculty. Though there were
tough decisions to be made, our
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unique budgeting process allowed
for very strategic changes which allowed for a balanced budget. Unlike
many schools across the country,
Puget Sound will survive this difficult economic situation and continue to thrive and gain national name
recognition for the great school all
of us know it to be.”
Adjustments in the budget are vital for funding new projects, programs and improvements. The
school is making an effort to boost
funding for financial aid and work
study to ease pressure on students
and their families.
The task force recommended a
$75,000 increase in study abroad
program expense, $215,000 to support recruitment efforts, $25,000 for
annual copyright license for print
and electronic material, $18,000
for student printing costs, $8,000
for athletics recruitment software
and NW Conference dues increase,
$5,000 for inflation impacted ca-

tering cost (first increase in several
years) and $2,000 to increase business mileage reimbursement.
The report also outlines numerous improvement projects: $21,000
worth of technological modernization, including upgrades for equipment in the Rotunda, Kittredge 122,
the HR conference room in Howarth and Jones 010, and $5,000 for
contractual software maintenance.
These increases will be funded
primarily through planned savings
in the Technology Services budget, which includes an overhaul of
the telecommunications system on
campus.
“The current phone system is
15-20 years old and was recently
declared “end of life” by the manufacturer, meaning they will no longer support it. Plans are underway
to upgrade our legacy phone system to voice-over-internet protocol
(VoIP),” the report stated.

Changing with the times

I

By ASHLEY GOFF

t is estimated that in 20
years, Islam will surpass
Christianity and become the world’s most
prevalent religion.
Islamicist (and believer) Abdel Haleem states in the
introduction to his 2004 publication about the Qur’an that,
“the total population of Muslims
is now estimated at more than
one billion (of which a great majority is Sunni), about one fifth
of the entire population of the
world, and Islam is said to be
the fastest growing religion in
the world.” Today, these numbers continue to grow. In an approximation by the United Nations, from 1994 to 2000, there
was almost a twenty-five percent
increase in the total number of
people practicing Islam.
According to worldwide demographics, the increase in Islam has been a steady growth;
as population explodes exponentially, so does religion with
it. However, this growth is not
uniform across the world, some
regions experience significantly more growth than others.
For example, due to the economic boom that the oil indus-

try brought to the Middle East,
countries in that region have
had this kind of exponential
population growth. These countries being predominantly Muslim states, and with the rise in
economy and population, there
is a rise in the popular religion
as well.
Short of history-changing
events, or drastic economic
changes in the world: Islam will
become the world’s most prevalent religion. Though there are
few definite statistics on when
this will take place, most estimates from various locations
approximate this to occur in
around 20 years. Here in the
United States, there are even
fewer statistics on religious demographics, let alone changes that may be occurring. The
United States Census is not allowed to require citizens to answer questions about religious
affiliations.
Already, this new rise in the
Arabic and Muslim cultures is
presenting new opportunities.
Business is continually growing,
and with it, opportunity. Even
at Puget Sound, a petition was
signed with three hundred signatures (see the Feb. 10 issue of
the Trail) for a class on conver-

sational Arabic. Adding Arabic
to the school curriculum opens
up new doors of interaction with
people in these other parts of
the world, and even people back
home that we would never have
otherwise known. According
to Professor Tinsley (Professor of German Language), Arabic and other non-mainstream
languages are in high demand
and he recommends that students should not shy away from
the challenges of learning a less
popular language. The Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life had this to
say about the rise of Islam specifically in the United State, “the
population projections show the
number of Muslims more than
doubling over the next two decades, rising from 2.6 million in
2010 to 6.2 million in 2030, in
large part because of immigration and higher-than-average
fertility among Muslims.”
Though religion will likely always be a poignant topic; it does
not have to cause conf lict. With
changing world demographics,
new opportunity arises; opportunity for business and opportunity for community through
communication worldwide.

slapped her across the face. The
students know each other. Student
Affairs is following up on this
report.

Drug Violations

Securit y Report
The following incidents have
been reported to Security Services
between February 14, 2012 and
February 20, 2012:
Larceny Thefts
A student reported his coat
containing his keys and ID card
were stolen while he attended a
social function at a Union Avenue
residence.

Residential Burglary
A student in Schiff reported her
laptop and cell phone stolen from
her room. She left her room
unlocked to go to the bathroom.
Upon her return, she observed a
male she did not recognize leaving
her room holding her property.
The male fled off campus. Security
and Tacoma Police checked the
area, but were unable to locate the
suspect.
Simple Assault
A student reported another student

The Puget Sound Trail

Bicycles Stolen From Campus
There were no bicycles reported
stolen from campus this week.
Vandalism/Malicious Mischief
Athletics reported damage to the
crew boat trailer parked in the
Fieldhouse parking lot. All four
tires were punctured with sharp
object.

Security and Residence Life staff
responded to three separate
complaints
about
suspected
marijuana use in the halls during
the week.
Student Affairs is
following up on these reports.
Alcohol Violation
Security and Residence Life staff
responded to one alcohol violation
in a residence hall during the week.
Courtesy Todd Badham
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Ernst-Miller split ticket would best serve student body
As Puget Sound’s newspaper of record, we feel a responsibility to present an argument for the candidates we
feel would best serve the Associated
Students of the University of Puget
Sound at the executive level. Students
often fail to realize the impact that two
of their classmates are able to have on
student life. Interest and participation
in student government elections are
crucial to a healthy campus climate.
A good president is more than a
mere figurehead; he or she represents
the student body in dealings with the
university administration and other
groups, and as such he or she must be
diplomatic, a good public speaker and

capable of articulating goals and aspirations of a diverse constituency.
The vice president works primarily behind-the-scenes. She or he must
have a thorough understanding of
the inner workings of ASUPS combined with effective communication
and organizational skills. Both executives must be able to handle the heavy
workload and find balance with their
academic and social lives.
We must preface our endorsement
with a full disclosure: two of the candidates for executive positions have
been or are currently involved at the
Trail. However, we did not take their
contributions at the Trail into account,

and our endorsement is based entirely
on the policies and positions the candidates articulated at the ASUPS executive debate.
Based on these, we believe that a
split ticket would best represent the
Puget Sound student community: we
have decided to endorse Brian Ernst
for ASUPS President and Scott Miller
for Vice President.
Ernst’s involvement in a diverse
array of campus groups and activities certainly qualifies him to represent the student body. What distinguishes him from his competitors
are his two years as an ASUPS senator and his eloquence and presence

at the podium. He spoke confidently
about issues with broad appeal, such
as 24-hour study access, reflecting an
understanding of the needs of the student body as a whole.
Miller’s experience within ASUPS
coupled with his firm grasp of policy
issues set him apart as the clear choice
for Vice President. His concrete proposals and nuanced responses during
the Q&A portion of the debate reflected a solid understanding of the inner
workings of ASUPS that the other
candidates did not match.
These candidates are not flawless.
Ernst needs to drop the vague aspirations to ‘sustainability’—such emp-

ty, nonspecific rhetoric serves only to
reinforce the prevalent cynicism surrounding green initiatives on campus.
At the debate, Miller often overshadowed his running mate during joint
answers, a tendency that reflects both
confidence and a slight shortcoming
in discretion.
Other candidates had valuable proposals, and should Ernst and Miller
win the election they would do well to
incorporate some of them into their
agenda. However, we believe these
two candidates represent the best
combination of skills and ideas to further improve the quality of the Puget
Sound student experience.

WA marriage equality
law comes up short
By MATT ZAVORTINK
Earlier this week Washington
state Governor Christine Gregoire
signed a law that grants marriage
rights to same-sex couples. On
the surface this does create greater
equality among couples in Washington state, but I believe this law
and similar efforts ignore many
fundamental questions and problems with the link between marriage and our legal system.
The first thing to note is that,
assuming the new law holds up
to various legal challenges, there
will still be people who would
like to marry but cannot. For example, polyamorous relationships
have in recent years become more
common and socially accepted.
There are numerous types of relationships covered by the blanket
term ‘polyamory,’ but the unifying
characteristic is the involvement
of more than two members in an
open and honest way.
For many, the thought of a relationship with more than two
people carries strong negative
connotations, in part due to the association of male-centric polygamy with radical Mormonism, and
may even seem inherently immoral. It’s important to realize, however, that various forms of relationships between more than two
individuals are practiced in a number of non-western cultures. In addition, biological evidence suggests that maintaining multiple

sexual partners has been part of
human evolutionary history until
relatively recently. Of course, this
isn’t an argument that everybody
should be doing it, just that the
idea isn’t as “unnatural” as it may
seem at first.
Proponents of marriage equality should be arguing not only
for same sex marriage rights, but
for the legalization of polygamy
as well. Individuals in committed
long term polyamorous relationships are denied rights relating
to taxes, immigration, and socioeconomic benefits that traditional couples have access to. In many
states, even civil unions, despite
the fact that they are not recognized by the federal government,
provide same sex couples more
rights and benefits than individuals in polyamorous relationships
can obtain.
It is clear that allowing plural
marriage, although necessary for
true marriage equality, would require substantial adjustments to
the legal system. There is also the
possibility that, if it was legal, people might marry in large groups
simply to exploit the system and
receive benefits.
One possible alternative is to
simply abolish marriage and civil unions as legal institutions. This
would create genuine equality between all traditional couples and
other types of relationships. Tradisee MARRIAGE page 4
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So Long: Some students find the Puget Sound experience wanting and depart for greener pastures.

Transfer rates a cause for concern
By KATE EASLEY
I bet most of you know people
who have transferred from Puget
Sound or at least have thought seriously about it. Some who have
found their niche here at Puget
Sound might say that students who
leave can’t handle the work load
or are too socially awkward to feel
at home in a college environment,
but I wanted to speak with the dissatisfied individuals themselves. I
wondered what the primary complaints of these students were other than “there are too many hipsters
who control the social scene” and
“the word ’Puget’ combined with
the acronym ‘UPS’ is really unfortunate.” These are valid complaints,
but there must be a little more to it,
right?
One student who transferred to
another school last semester told
me, “The moment when I first
thought about transferring was
when I had to register, and most
of the classes I wanted filled up the
first day. When I’m putting myself roughly $45,000 in debt after
I graduate, I expect to take classes
that challenge and interest me. The
school I attend now provides a lot
more resources for career planning,
internships and community involvement. I feel a lot more secure
about getting a job after graduating
from there than I would from Puget
Sound.”
Students are paying a lot of mon-

ey to be here, so it does seem like
there should be a significantly better academic experience than
schools with cheaper price tags. I
believe this school is academically rigorous and has some brilliant
teachers, but that doesn’t necessarily mean it provides students with an
overall environment that promotes
intellectual growth.
Another factor is geography. As
one student put it, “I feel like it’s
complicated because it’s not like
a college town, necessarily, where
the town is built around the college. And even though it’s in a big
city, the city has a bad reputation for
whatever reason, so it’s a really awkward lose-lose in that way.”
If Tacoma itself doesn’t provide
much in the way of stimulating activities, then does the social scene
at Puget Sound make up for it? Answering this question led me to another: is going to a small university
just like high school all over again?
Once we discover the people we feel
comfortable with, who don’t challenge us to question our actions and
beliefs, we tend to stay with those
people. According to one student I
spoke with who is considering leaving Puget Sound, “It’s a bit insulated and exclusive with a lot of cliques
that are hard to penetrate. I feel like
the friends you make your first year
are the friends you’re going to have
for four years.”
I received a similar response
from another student who has considered transferring and noted that

socially, this school is “WHACKKK! There is a very divided social
scene and definitely a specific idea
of what is popular.”
“Popular” is a word I mostly came
to associate with certain people in
my high school days. Does it mean
something different in college, or
are we just recreating the same social hierarchy many of us detested
in our adolescent years? Perhaps we
are perpetually providing each other with an endless list of reasons to
feel insecure. It seems to me that being happy depends on the ability to
find a comfort zone—those social
connections that give us what we
believe we need at the time. Without this comfort zone, we cannot
thrive. It may be luck that allows us
to create this comfort zone; it may
be that some of us are more socially adept than others, or it may be
a combination of both. Nonetheless, our ability to forge strong social connections in college greatly
affects our ability to succeed.
Whether or not you hate the rain,
hate the Tacoma aroma, hate the
hipsters, hate fraternities and sororities or just hate everyone, it is
important for all of us to remember that everyone is just struggling
to feel significant and appreciated,
to feel like they are achieving something worthwhile. No school is perfect, but I think all of us can have
a better college experience if we
search for that comfort zone in unexpected places.

Want your opinion to be heard?
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Biased: Benefits should be applied equally or rejected outright.

If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit our
new website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. We will select responses
each week to publish in the next issue.
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Conservative minority denies female rights in contraception debate
By ANYA CALLAHAN
President Obama announced a
new comprehensive health care initiative last week mandating birth
control coverage for all insured
women. One may think, “what a
wonderful stride in women’s health
care” and be pleased with the government’s initiative to treat women
as equal citizens and recognize contraception as a heath care right. But
of course someone had to object:
the Catholic Church, evangelical
Christians,and other socially and
politically conservative groups.
The Obama Administration realized the discomfort many religious
institutions may have in providing birth control coverage to their
employees, so it made a reasonable
compromise. The new revision stated that religious institutions would
be removed from a situation of
dogmatic discomfort, while still allowing equal coverage for female
employees. Instead of the institutions directly covering contraception, insurance companies would
be required to cover it themselves.
This would be an amiable arrangement for insurance companies, for
it is less expensive than pregnancy
medical coverage.
Places of worship with religious
objections to contraception were
already exempted. The new arrangements were mainly invoked
to protect the religious freedoms
of Catholic institutions, such as
non-profits and universities—some
of which employ predominantly
non-Catholics. But, regardless of
our president’s attempts to provide
comprehensive women’s health care
and to respect potential religious
objections, a small but vocal minority nevertheless raised objection
and gained congressional attention.
Claiming infringement on religious freedoms seems to be many
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Unrepresented: Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Cal.) tweeted this image during the House committee hearing with the tag: #WhereAreTheWomen.
conservatives’ go-to outcry when
faced with progressive political
movements to which they are religiously opposed. The key phrase
here is “religiously opposed.” While
not written in the U.S. Constitution, the term “separation of church
and state” was first coined by one of
our founding fathers, Thomas Jefferson, in 1802, and has since been
employed by the Supreme Court in
many decisions. Why is it that religious institutions still seem to consider their personal beliefs to be of
more importance than insuring the
rights of American women? It is
ironic that these groups accuse the
government of infringing on their
rights, but still think they should

have the right to take away a vital
heath care benefit from women.
A report done by Reuters showed
that “98 percent of sexually active
Catholic women have used contraceptive methods banned by the
church.” So for whom are these religious institutions even speaking?
Or perhaps, who is speaking for
these religious institutions? On
Feb. 16, the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform gathered a panel to deliberate
the new birth control mandate, and
specifically whether individual religious freedoms were being violated. This “representative” committee
consisted exclusively of eight males.
Chaired by California Republi-

can Darrell Issa and single handedly strategized by the Republican
House majority, it was ensured that
no woman was given any opportunity to speak. All five of the individuals called to testify just so happened to be men. This entire show
by the conservative right enraged
some Democrats present at the
hearing to such an extent that they
exited the room in protest.
The issue here is greater than an
issue of religious morality; women’s
health is being used as a tool in the
larger conservative Republican offensive against Obama in portraying him as anti-religion. Republican presidential candidates have
even gone so far as to accuse our

president for engendering a “war
on religion”.
When going to the ballot boxes this November and making an
important decision about our next
president, it is important to keep
in mind what Obama’s contraception mandate it really about: equal
rights for women, through equal
heath coverage. Voters should remember the lack of female representation in our government and in
important political decisions that
affect women’s private health care.
Whether or not one feels morally
opposed to contraception, the decision should be placed in the hands
of women themselves.

MARRIAGE

Popularity of plastic surgery produces concerns

tional wedding ceremonies might
still take place, for those who desire them, but they would carry no
legal weight. This would also allow
typical opponents of gay marriage
to maintain their religious traditions without worrying about the
sanctity of their ceremonies being
ruined; since for this group marriage is perceived to be divine and
sacred, the lack of legal recognition would be relatively inconsequential.
Obviously this approach would
also require many reforms. Some
might complain about the disappearance of things like tax benefits, but in reality, most people
likely agree that the government
shouldn’t be subsidizing our personal lives, particularly through an
increasingly outdated and underperforming institution like marriage. These benefits could also
simply shift to apply to anyone
raising children, maintaining their
usefulness to society while not discriminating against who can receive them.
While the signing of same sex
marriage into law is a victory
for one group, it clearly does not
promise marriage equality for all.
It is important that people examine
the issue within a broader context
rather than focusing single-mindedly on the rights of one group in
order to really understand the implications of demanding marriage
equality while maintaining its regulation by the law.

By CHELSEA NOACK

continued FROM page 3

As a native of Los Angeles, I know
that plastic surgery is not just a celebrity addiction but also commonplace amidst affluent mothers and high
school students alike. The American
Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery
(ASAPS) reports that despite the economic recession, there was a 9 percent
increase in plastic surgeries in 2010.
That number is still rising.
For years plastic surgery has been
a sneaky, underrated practice that is
slowly growing in social acceptability.
And while I have no problem with plastic surgery as of right now, our society
should be wary of the future repercussions that plastic surgery will likely incur.
If humanity desires a world of unachievable perfection given the increase in cosmetic technology, such as
the successful new full-face transplant,
how far will we go to at least graze the
top bar?
These are loaded questions with hypothetical answers, yes. But they are
still worth addressing.
Society has a varying, albeit sometimes extremist, perceptions of plastic surgery that should be noted. These
vary from the psychological worship of
plastic surgery in Brazil to the medical
exaltation of Dallas Wiens, the first U.S
citizen to have a full-face transplant.
New York Times reporter Alexander
Edmonds explains in thorough detail
the philosophy of plastic surgery in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, a place where there
are just as many plastic surgery clinics
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New Look: First face transplant may lead to increased procedures.
as there are beauty parlors. Plastic surgery is seen as an ethical right for the
rich as well as the poor; a charity; and a
form of psychoanalysis using a scalpel.
Dr. Ivo Pitanguy states that while
psychoanalysis listens to self-esteem issues, plastic surgery acts on them.
It’s very simple when it comes down
to it. People want to feel good about
themselves. Self-esteem issues can
dominate an individual, and if they can
be solved as easily as in Rio de Janeiro,

then why not? In some cases, such as
that of young Texan Dallas Weins, such
a surgery did more than an ego boost—
it saved his life.
Despite the fact that Weins’ case is
medical rather than aesthetic, his cosmetic success should be applauded. In
summary, four years ago Weins was
electrocuted in such a way that, by all
precedence, should have killed him.
Yet he miraculously survived. In consequence Weins lost his mouth, nose and

most of his face. Doctors and family literally described Weins as “Mr. Potato
Head.” Thus Weins, with the help of 25
surgeons, was the first United States citizen to receive an entire face transplant.
Understandably, aesthetic and medical reasons are on opposite ends of the
spectrum when it comes to surgery.
But while full-face transplants are
uncommon now, give or take a couple
of generations and, like all technology,
they may be more accessible to others. A face is not just a breast, an arm
or a scar. A face is a recognizable identity containing our vital senses and expression of character. While no one can
claim that plastic surgery will inevitably lead to a society of fake faces, the
knowledge that we can now take one
dead person’s organs and cover them
over someone else’s face like wrapping
paper to make a new identity may be a
leering temptation in years to come.
The temptation rests within the
foundation that, as humans, we are
never satisfied. Not with life, knowledge, people nor, especially, with ourselves. If we find a way to fix ourselves
or change our entire persona with an
easy, painless, cheap route, wherein
does temptation have a disadvantage?
Virtually nowhere.
Societal acceptance of plastic surgery
and cosmetic technology are growing
at an exponential rate. What I want to
know is why no one is talking about it
and where the line between psychoanalysis and a masquerade of plastic
faces should be drawn.

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University, or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions section are printed at the discretion
of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of
material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the
following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
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concerned parties or the University of Puget Sound. Please submit compliments or complaints in the form of letters to the editor.

Combat Zone editor suffers hilarious concussion
By VONNIE KEATSGUTS

Comic genius, editor and creative force behind the Combat Zone,
Stumpy Joe Dargoniw, suffered a
concussion at last Sunday’s section meeting after hitting his head
on an oak table. Witnesses describe
the schaudenfraude as the first time
anyone has ever laughed at a Combat Zone meeting. His condition has
been reported as stable.
“Oh…. Oh my god. I haven’t
laughed that hard since ‘Nam”, said
Ford Dent, veteran Combat Zone reporter. “His forehead actually dented a solid oak table. I pissed myself
laughing.”
Dargoniw, A.K.A. “Stumpy,”
nicknamed for an unfortunate difference in leg lengths that tend to
make him unstable, took his tumble
late last Sunday night. This reporter
was present and witnessed the goddamned hilarious events firsthand.
After suggesting that a reporter slighty tweak their story idea because he did not come up with it,
Dargoniw tripped on a loose stack
of unread editions of the Trail and
slammed headfirst into the table.
We at the Trail don’t have any
doctors on staff, but it was clear that
he was concussed. Dargoniw kept
swearing that his name was Jeff, and
he had no idea how he was trapped
in this story. His nonsensical ramblings provided his cohorts with
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Comedy: Writers called this the “first funny thing ever in CZ” (left); normally stoic writer Pugly Donovan finally laughs (right).
Because it is difficult to under“I had totally zoned out from the
on time and with a throbbing erecendless entertainment.
“Look, I’m not saying we don’t tion. As always, there was Ferguson, boredom,” said Sizzurphands. “I stand someone who is choking on
try,” said Giles Ferguson, a report- snorting lines of crushed Skittles was imaging what Giles’ [Ferguson} their tongue, it took over an hour for
er in attendance, “[but] we’ve never on the table; Edward Sizzurphands spleen would taste like, when BAM, medics to be summoned.
As of Thursday night Dargoniw
come up with anything half this fun- and Ford were in their typical plac- it happened.”
is
in
stable condition somewhere in
Upon
the
tragically
comedic
ocny. Seriously, instead of reading this es, swapping old war stories; and the
section just get a friend or loved one rest of our merry misfit band filed in, currence, the room broke into un- Puyallup. Due to his mangled and
ending laughter. Nothing so funny otherwise hairy face, he is said to be
to headbutt something hard. You’ll ready to leave before they sat down.
Stumpy brought the meeting to had ever before come of the comedic recognizable only by his Technicolcry tears of sweet laughter.”
Each Sunday night, Combat Zone order and assignments for the week laboratory that is the Combat Zone. or fanny pack. Though Dargoniw
“I like to think he was laughing attempted to provide his side of the
reporters meet to discuss next week’s were dispensed. Nothing interesting
along
with us, but he may have been events, the Trail does not employ
hard work that everyone will ignore. or funny happened for the next eight
requesting medical attention,” said any staff fluent in Concussion, so his
As usual this reporter arrived right minutes.
“words” will not be printed here.
Sizzurphands.

“The C*ck Talks” garners mixed Shy guy hospitalized
reviews from campus audiences after eye contact
By PIETER VAN DEFERENS
“My penis is a mountain, silent
and majestic,” announced senior
Steve Johnson. “My penis is a shining sword, a mighty tool, a monument.”
“My penis is angry!” rejoined
sophomore Chris Haardschaft. “It
is purple and aching and my balls,
my balls, my balls, blue and swollen,
how they cry out for freedom and release!”
Such were the priapic odes of
Puget Sound’s inaugural performance of “The C*ck Talks” Friday night in Club Rendezvous. The
show drew a mix of criticism and
praise from campus audiences, who
packed the small basement. The
performance was sponsored by the
Puget Sound chapter of the Collegiate Anti-Castration Alliance.
The themes of the talks varied,
addressing topics such as circumcision, youthful locker room experi-

ences and the joy of blow jobs. Creator Rod Thrustington described the
show as a statement against a pervasive political-cultural complex that
subtly seeks to undermine and disempower men.
“Society tells us that we’re not allowed to talk about our penises, not
allowed to play with them, to celebrate them,” he explained. “I used
to love my penis, but after hearing so
many of these men tell their stories,
I now worship it.”
One talk was given by a man who
described his history of body image
issues. “It started in grade school—
I was a fat kid. I got made fun of.
Girls would never talk to me. They
said I had a fat, stubby little penis.
But I’ve since realized that I’m beautiful, my body is beautiful and that
my penis is a gift. It’s given me new
confidence, and women who used to
ignore me or be repulsed by me can
see it and take an interest in me despite my beer gut. Or they should,
at least.”

The show lasted for well over three
hours, and many talks encouraged
enthusiastic audience participation.
“I can shout ‘Penis!’ louder” was a
particularly raucous instance. Other talks included “A circle of wagons,
covered and uncovered,” “Boners
happen” and “Please stop insinuating that I am a rapist.”
Some critics noted that women
were often ignored, demonized and
generally shown in a less-than-favorable light. Many talks referenced
anonymous female tormentors,
while others failed to acknowledge
women at all. The lone female character named in the script was ‘Babs’,
a woman who was nondescript and
unremarkable aside from the fact
that she happened to love penises.
Others reviews were more favorable. “I liked it,” junior Alyssa Peterson said. “The tone was a little bit
confrontational, even accusatory,
but I think it’s a message that people
need to hear. Women especially.”

¿Es Ud. un fanatico de la lucha?
Por PEARL KNUCKLESON
In honor of the superb exhibition
of Lucha Libre that took place last
weekend in the Fieldhouse, we here
at the Trail thought it would be a
good time to test your knowledge
of Lucha Libre.
1. Lucha Libre wrestlers are known
as “luchadores.” What is the English
meaning of this word?
a) Lunchables Pizza Pack
b)The Oncoming Maelstrom of
Sensualized Battle

c) Logger
d) All of the above
2. Which one of the following is
NOT grounds for disqualification?
a) Illegal holds
b) The piledriver maneuver
c) Slapping each other like little
girly men
d) Double-teaming the referee
3. 1942 saw the debut of El Santo,
a silver-masked luchador who
changed the sport. What was one of
his accomplishments?
a) Winning an 8-man battle royale
b) Curing polio
c) Being mysterious
d) Convincing a young Javier Bardem to focus on Spanish-language
films
4. True or False: Drago Blanco to-

tally deserved to break Corazon del
Rey’s focus during the final match
by stating his mother and sister
were both the same person.
5. Math question: How many
luchadores does it take to screw in
a lightbulb?
a) 1
b) 2
c) Mexicans? Where?!?
d) No thanks, just the super burrito
If you answered with ‘a,’ Congratulations! You’re correct!
If you answered with ‘b,’ Close, but
no cigar.
If you answered with ‘c,’ Congratulations, you’re a closet racist!
If you answered with ‘d,’ not only
are you a racist, but you’re also
hungry AND stupid! Congratulations, you fail at everything!

By GILES FERGUSON
It was an unseasonably sunny day
for the University of Puget Sound,
and freshman Edwin Rodgers was
on his way to the library to study.
Things were peaceful. He was happy. And it seemed as though nothing could bring him down.
That is when he saw her. Bearing
down on him, one nonchalant step
at a time, was an attractive girl.
Edwin’s caffeine-soaked mind
sprang into action. He kind of maybe almost knew her. They had been
at the same house party on Saturday. Her name was Alli... or perhaps
Audrey. Definitely something with
an ‘A’.
The distance between them was
closing, and fast. In a daring feint,
Edwin pulled out his phone and examined his background, thumbing
the screen for added effect.
The sidewalk was nearly empty
but for the two students, and Edwin
knew a harrowing encounter was
imminent. He looked up, and found
Alli or Audrey or whatever smiling
right at him.
He immediately lost control of
all bodily functions. Releasing the
kind of flatulence that would put
a dubstep-blasting subwoofer to
shame, he slammed into the obelisk, knocking himself out and entering a week-long coma.
The arguable cause of Edwin’s
blackout, one Natalie Morris, summoned help to the scene, and Rodgers was whisked to Tacoma General
Hospital.
Today, Edwin remains in critical condition. His story is helping
to spread awareness of a form of
conditional blindness known as Socially Awkward Penguin (SAP) Myopia. This debilitating condition afflicts nearly 90% of UPS students.
Sufferers, known as SAPs, hunger
for human contact but find actual
interaction with others impossibly
scary.
“These SAPs are the source of

their own misery,” said Merle Grisly, totally legit M.D. “They punish
themselves for their perceived social missteps. I once had a patient
who said ‘You too’ after a waiter told
her to enjoy her meal. Three years
later, she still obsesses over it. Real
talk.”
Even the briefest, most superficial encounters, like Edwin’s, become terrifying.
To prevent such terrifying awkwardness, SAPs close themselves
off from the world, relentlessly pretending not to see anyone around
them.

“Wait. Myopia means
‘near-sightedness’? If
that’s so, then what’s
that when the brain goes
wacky?...I see. Giles,
you’re having a stroke.”
—My Doctor

Instead, they wear aviators and
headphones or pretend to examine the sidewalks or the middle
distance as they traverse campus.
Some even cover their faces with
black leather gimp masks, but this
only inntensifies the staring
Help for these poor SAPs is hard
to find. Therapies to treat the condition often involve alcohol. One
CHWS employee, who requested
anonymity, has been advising SAPs
to establish intense eye contact with
others while simultaneously licking
one’s lips in a provocative manner.
However, the practice has been criticized as being discriminatory towards the tongueless.
If you would like to lend support
to Edwin, who regained consciousness last Thursday, please consider
sending a letter or perhaps a balloon. He finds visitors imposing.
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Inside the 2012 ASUPS presidential elections
continued FROM page 1

Katy Appelby is running for
president. She is a member of
Gamma Phi Beta and the founder
of Logger Nation. She is currently
working on a double major in
Molecular and Cellular Biology and
the Business Leadership Program.
You’re the only female candidate
running. Can you comment on
the lack of female candidates in a
school where women outnumber
men almost 2 to 1?
I believe that gender has no
effect on the campaign for me. I
believe that the fact that the other
presidential candidates are all male
has no reflection on how the women
of our campus community feel
about leadership roles, and I do not
have a good answer as to why there
are not more female candidates
for executive positions. I do know
that it has been 23 years since the
first and last female president was
in office and that continuing to
perpetuate the male presence in
the executive office is possibly a
poor representation of our campus
demographic.
What is your opinion of the
current allocation of club funds?
The allocation of club funds
is undergoing change through
the current administration and
is something Scott and I wish to
continue. This change is pushing for
a more systematic allocation process,
looking at how many students are
directly benefitted by the allocation
as well as how these students and
this organization plans to give back
to the campus community. It is my
firm belief that if student funds are
being allocated to student run clubs
and organizations the funds must
have a benefit to the greater campus
community not only the potentially
small group of students directly
benefitting from the allocation.
Scott Miller, a sophomore, is
a vice-presidential candidate, an
English major and has been a
Senator at Large for two terms. He
is running for office with Appleby.
During the debate you said
bureaucracy is not a bad thing,
and that your experience working
with people in that bureaucracy is
what makes you a good candidate.
What challenges do you believe
candidates Nathan Little and
Chad Harper would face as a result
of approaching bureaucracy as
something that needs to be cut out?
I believe that progress comes
through working within a system
and improving it, rather than
rejecting it. Taking an adversarial
approach with the administration
or with ASUPS’ internal workings
will actually hinder progress. The
administration is here to help, and
we have a lot of really hardworking
staff and faculty who care about
students—sometimes they just
need a student perspective to help
move things in the right direction.
But their intentions are good and
they’re always willing to work with
students.
As far as ASUPS internally, the
system isn’t really that bureaucratic.
The distribution of power and the
inertia in the system, like how it’s
so hard to change the constitution,
provide stability for the government
and prevent abuses of power. They
also protect the students from
negative changes.
What makes you stand out from
other candidates?
The biggest thing I can offer is
ASUPS perspective and experience.
I wanted to run with someone from
outside [of] government to ensure
that our administration had both
perspectives, and I chose Katy
because she’s a great non-ASUPS
leader. So in that sense, the best
thing I offer is that I come with
Katy, and combined we know how
just about every major campus
organization functions—and we
know people within them.
I’ve spent a lot of time learning the
ASUPS Constitution, By-laws and

Financial Code, as well as talking
with heads of departments and
ASUPS officers, to make sure that I
know the most about the executive
positions as possible. There’s a lot of
boring reading that is essential for
making sure ASUPS abides by its
own rules and functions properly.
And I still have a lot to learn.
When should ASUPS step in and
represent the student body through
political resolutions?
I don’t see myself ever writing a
resolution that expresses a political
view—that isn’t my job. But if a large
group of students brings a resolution
forward, I’m more in support of it. I
think that college students have very
little political power in America,
and it’s important to exercise
our ability to speak freely and to
protest when we oppose an action
of our government. Like I said at
the debates, the reason I supported
the second coal resolution was that
it directly affected my health, the
health of my peers and the quality
of the air in the Tacoma community.
Everyone who lives here has a
responsibility to take care of our
town.
Chad Harper is running for
president. He is a US Politics major
and an Economics minor. He was
the president of the Political Science
Association and a Perspectives
Leader for Freshman Orientation
Fall 2010.
What do you have to offer that
separates you from the other
candidates?
What I have to offer that’s different
is that I’ve been involved with a
number of organizations off-campus
and could use that experience to
increase the amount of engagement
with the greater Tacoma community.
I’ve also been vice president of my
high school student council and I
have experience managing a team
and prioritizing initiatives. Liam
and I also come from working-class
backgrounds, which I think lends
itself to a stronger work ethic.
During the debate, Liam Tully
said you both had done the
calculations and figured out that
the executive pay could be cut to
$500 a month. How did you arrive
at $500?
During my interview with
Marcus it was brought to my
attention that the vice president
and president make about $700 a
month currently. I was not even
aware that they had salaries. In my
opinion, it seems a little excessive.
The job is very demanding and they
work incredibly hard, but I feel that
money could be put to better use.
$500 a month seemed like a more
reasonable pay. I’m a work-study
student and I certainly think they
should make much more than me,
but again, $700 seemed a bit much.
Cutting $200 a month from the VP
and president over a nine-month
academic period leaves $3600 to be
used towards funding clubs, which
is the most important aspect of
social life on campus and ASUPS’
main function.
Liam Tully, a sophomore, is a
US Politics major with a minor in
Business. He is running for vice
president with Harper.
What kind of experience do
you have that relates to the vicepresidential position?
I was the head of web strategy on
a congressional campaign during
my gap year between high school
and college, and I was a Page in
the Washington State House of
Representatives. I served as president
of the State Leadership Team of
the Washington Association For
Learning Alternatives, which gave
me two opportunities to lobby state
legislators on education issues, and
to present our program to crowds
of three to four hundred people. I’m
currently an active member of Puget
Sound Model U.N.
You said bureaucracy is a
major setback for ASUPS. Could
you expand on that? How would

you cut bureaucracy out of a
bureaucratic system?
I hope I didn’t give that
impression—I wouldn’t try to cut
digestion out of a digestive system
either. To clarify, bureaucracy in and
of itself is not the problem. But there
are common issues that come up in
a bureaucracy that must constantly
be monitored and corrected. In
this way, our system is no different
from anyone else’s. I only want to
see ASUPS live up to the sign on
President Truman’s desk pledging
to stop the buck there. This doesn’t
have to be a school where a student
who comes up with a great idea is
directed to an office that should be
able to help him, but ends up having
that office send him to another
office, which sends him to a third
office, which ultimately explains to
him that there is actually no office
that can help put that plan into
action. A bureaucracy is going to be
bureaucratic, but you don’t want to
let it get out of hand.
During the debate you insisted
that the Rendezvous is fine as is,
but two other candidates made
compelling and even personal
arguments to the contrary. Do
you think you came off as “out-oftouch” with the needs of clubs like
UT because of that statement?
I probably did come off as a bit
out-of-touch, huh? That’s my fault; I
didn’t really explain my ideas fully.
The truth is, seeing Club Rendezvous
reach its full potential has been my
baby since my freshman year. I’ve
talked with [Student Programs
Director] Serni Solidarios about
it for hours on end. I have a vision
for that venue, and its not the sleek,
perfectly clean, golly-gee place some
faculty envision. Yesterday I talked
to my fellow candidate Nathan
Little, and we actually found we
agreed on pretty much everything
that needs to be done with the place.
Brian Ernst is a Politics and
Government major with an
emphasis in Comparative Politics
and a minor in Music. He has
served as an Honor Court Justice,
the Residence House Senator and is
currently the Senate’s Club Liaison.
What are your ideas for
improving campus sustainability?
Specific
ideas
around
sustainability will center around
projects that will benefit the
entirety of campus. These ideas,
which include the reinstitution of
a composting system on campus,
the decreased sale of plastic water
bottles, acquisition of reusable
to go containers, an increased
number Zipcars and use of energy
monitors in residence halls among
others, come not only from my own
research but from suggestions from
Students for a Sustainable Campus
and members of the Sustainability
Advisory Counsel.
Can you give specific examples
of ways in which Puget Sound
could engage with the Tacoma
community? Why should we build
those relationships?
Increased engagement with the
greater Tacoma community will
be extremely positive, not only for
the economic benefits that this will
undoubtedly bring local businesses,
but also for the opportunity that
this will provide UPS students to
become increasingly involved with
the city that they now call home.
This increased engagement will
take place in the form of discounts
between students and local
businesses culminating in the use
of points for cash at local businesses
like the Metropolitan Market and
Farrelli’s. This sort of engagement
with the Tacoma community will
be positive because it will allow
discounts for students while
benefiting local businesses. Greater
engagement with the community
will also take the form of retooling
the ORCA program to allow
students greater access to the city
of Tacoma. Furthermore, increased
interaction between ASUPS and the
offices of Multi Cultural Student

Services,
Spirituality,
Service,
Social Justice as well as the CIAC
will lead to more opportunities for
community engagement.
Rachel Borsini is a junior with
a double major in Economics and
Spanish. She’s running for vice
president with Ernst. She has been
a member of RDG since freshman
year, acted as an Resident Assistant
(RA) in Seward and is currently a
member of Pi Beta Phi. She spent
last summer studying abroad in
Santiago, Chile and then studied
in Granada, Spain, during the fall
semester.
How would you allocate more
funds to student clubs?
This past academic year, 10.15%
of funds were allocated to student
clubs here at Puget Sound with
the required minimum being 3%.
I think there needs to be a more
efficient way to fund students clubs
as well as possibly having club
sports viewed on a separate level
than other clubs. There are certain
club sports that are simply more
expensive to fund than others, so
by exploring other mechanisms to
fund these such as an initial base
fee per person it could lead to more
efficiency and stability.
What are your specific ideas
for promoting sustainability?
We believe that by allocating a
certain portion of the student fee of
$210 to sustainability we will actually
be able to start projects that would
help to promote a more sustainable
campus. By collaborating with SSC
as I stated earlier we could work to
create the most effective programs.
Also by working to eliminate the
plastic water bottles in the SUB, it
would promote students to use reusable water bottles. We would also
love to bring back the recycle bins
around campus to help promote
recycling and possibly including a
list/sign of what can be recycled so
that people have the knowledge of
what they can recycle. It would also
be great to have a more frequent
student market rather than just
one per semester. With that being
said, working to expand the student
garden so that in the future they
could partake in the student markets
as well.
Nathan Little, a junior, is a Politics
and Government major with a
minor in Economics. He is the
co-president of Ubiquitous They, a
writer and participant in UT Sketch,
a Combat Zone contributor and a
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
Little is the only presidential
candidate without a running mate,
and has built his campaign on
radical unconventionality.
What challenges do you believe
it presents to campaign without a
running mate? How do you think
that affects students’ perception of
you?
I don’t think not having a running
mate will negatively affect my
campaign. Since the tickets don’t
actually exist in any official sense
and the executives are actually
elected in independent races, I hope
that people will look into who will
fulfill the position of VP best and
then vote for them. It almost makes
it a little more democratic; vote for
the person who best fills the position
instead of who looks best standing
together. You get to mix and match
your options.
During the debate you said
bureaucracy is an obstacle for
ASUPS. Could you expand on that?
I do think bureaucracy is the
primary impediment to ASUPS
action and excitement about
ASUPS. And beyond it being a road
bump, I really regret its existence at
a more fundamental level.
In terms of overcoming the
bureaucracy, well, that will be
difficult. The first thing any
healthy bureaucracy does is setup
convoluted and contrived ways
to make it hard to take it apart or
bypass it.
So I’m going to try to ignore it.
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If I have an idea I think is awesome
that isn’t making progress I’m going
to use my office as a grandstand to
shout my problems to the student
body. If my ideas are good, the
student body will listen and apply
pressure to get them enacted. Do
I think people will listen to me in
the first place? I don’t know for
certain, but if there is one thing I
know, it’s how to make a spectacle of
something.
How would you respond to Chad
Harper’s proposal for cutting the
executive salary?
To be frank, I don’t care about
it. I think it was brought up as a
distraction, because people will
always think elected officials should
be making less money. I don’t plan
on cutting my own pay, but if the
student body really thinks things
will be better if I am making less
money, well then, I’ll dock my pay
as soon as they let me know.
At the debate you said you
would focus on free speech as a
major issue. Why is that?
Freedom of speech, and First
Amendment rights in general, are
things I care passionately about.
While I have always felt that way,
the issue that made it a concern
of mine on this campus was the
controversy
surrounding
the
Rattler last year. I know that the
Rattler was a contentious issue, and
I hope that people will understand
that my views on it are nuanced,
and that just because my defense
of free speech was sparked by the
events following the publication of
the Rattler, I do not agree with all
of its content nor with its manner
of dissemination.
At any rate, the jokes in the
Rattler were not tasteful. At the
same time, they were not a mass
call to rape. They were an attempt
at being edgy, one which fell flat on
its face. They most certainly did not
deserve an institutionalized witchhunt. I think that a University
that treats its students like that
is fundamentally at odd with the
ideals of higher education and with
the ideals that unite us as nation. It
is true, the school does not censor
people on a routine basis, and most
of the times we say and do as we
please. However, I cannot help but
feel that the times when we most
need the freedoms of expression
and speech are the times when they
are the least popular and hardest to
give.
ASUPS President Marcus Luther
and Vice President Garner Lanier
said they were surprised by how
much autonomy they were given
when elected. “I expected coming
into ASUPS for it not to be as free
and willy-nilly,” Lanier said. “It
really is a totally open playground.”
Under the Luther-Lanier team,
ASUPS underwent a series of
changes ranging from foundational
bylaws to marketing strategies.
Among the most meaningful
changes, Lanier counted the
creation of the ASUPS Facebook
page, Twitter account and increased
communication. He said he made
it his personal goal to sit down
and have a conversation about
the process whenever students
made financial requests. Luther
and Lanier are also credited with
making substantial revisions to the
ASUPS Constitution.
Lanier expects voter turnout to
double this year due to the work
he and Luther have done to make
ASUPS more visible. Both said
the ideal presidential and vicepresidential candidates would
be approachable, motivated, and
willing to work as part of a team.
“Students should look for someone
who’s going to be willing to take the
time to talk to them,” Lanier said.
This year the vote will be held
online. Students should receive a
link to the voting website via email
on Thursday, Feb. 23, and the link
will also be available on the ASUPS
Facebook page.
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Peace Corps offers opportunities for graduating students
Volunteers improve marketable skills, experience cultural immersion
By DANI SAGE
Although some students opt
for studying abroad during their
college careers, there are many
who do not get the chance to
travel the world learning new
languages and meeting people of
different cultures. Many of those
same students may worry that
they won’t ever get to leave the
country for an extended period
in the same way they would have
been able to while in school. The
Peace Corps offers the chance for
students to have the experience
they may have missed during
college.
The Peace Corps has been
around since 1961, and it sends
volunteers to countries all over
the world to help those in need,
whether
through
education,
community
development,
health, business, agriculture or
technology while maintaining the
idea of forming a lasting peace
between all people.
Senior James Ray is applying to
join the Peace Corps in the fall.
“I’ve become more and
more interested in sustainable
development
during
my
time at Puget Sound due

to my involvement in the
Global Development Studies
interdisciplinary
emphasis
program,” Ray said. “Studying
abroad in Tanzania and traveling
around East Africa afterwards
helped me decide to apply as well.
I’ve met many people that have all
recommended the program.”
Since Ray has been abroad in
East Africa before, he’s interested
in returning with the Peace Corps.
However, being too specific in
choosing where a student wants
to go can make it harder to
be accepted into the program.
Getting into the Peace Corps isn’t
exactly a piece of cake.
Applying to the Peace Corps
actually starts with graduating
from college. Most volunteers
have a bachelor’s degree, but
many can join depending on
background experience such
as work and interests as well as
previous volunteer experience.
Some positions require specialists
depending on the destination.
Those who have graduated
from a liberal arts college can
qualify through a few different
avenues: volunteering or tutoring
for a specific amount of hours or
a set period of time; being eligible
to participate in the teaching and

health education fields; or other
kinds of development programs.
Those who don’t have a degree
can opt for the other positions the
Peace Corps offers, according to
the amount of volunteer and work
experience a student has had.
“In order to qualify for the
agricultural program, I am going
to spend this summer farming
since three months of agricultural
experience is required for this
program in the Peace Corps,” said
Jack Baars, another senior who is
applying to the Peace Corps.
“My decision to go into the Peace
Corps was born out of a desire to
travel, and to get really integrated
into a single community for an
extended period, which is what
the Peace Corps offers,” Baars
said. “The idea of being able to
learn from and teach people that
I can have a lasting connection to
is exciting to me. I haven’t really
had any particular experiences
which have pointed me in this
direction, although I’ve heard the
Peace Corps spoken of highly by
a number of folks who have been
in it.”
Another part of applying
includes having experience with
other languages. The Peace Corps
requires several years of language

Crafty Connie’s tips for an
effortless, efficient moving day
By CONRAD WHARTON
Here in Tacoma, spring is in the
air. It smells exactly like winter (pulp
mill and dog poop), but with the
imminent threat of moving day.
Also, jobless day. Employment is
your problem—but moving? Crafty
Connie is here to help. Moving day is
dreaded far and wide by anyone who
has ever participated. The domestic
sphere, unsurprisingly, is hard to fit
through doorways.
The most effective way to move
your things, however, is not by
picking them up yourself. The most
effective way to move your things is
to get others to do it for you. This is
where the true difficulties of moving
day reveal themselves.
First and foremost, moving things
requires a pickup truck. This is
irrelevant to the spatial considerations
of the move: distance traveled,
dimensions and weight of stuff being
moved, etc. The real reason for finding
a pickup truck is finding a pickup
truck owner. Find a pickup truck
owner, and your moving difficulties
are well on their way to being solved.
Truck owners have a reputation to
uphold: rugged, capable, physically
fit, breedable, able to conquer any
task. These traits also apply to horses,
strangely enough. But I digress. Truck
owners, as a breed, know these things.
They know that they have put their
ego on the curb to be looked at and
maybe even stroked. Touch it. Yep,
furry. Don’t stop. They spook easily.
Truck owners also know that they
have built a set of expectations for
themselves by driving something that
would require tugboats to dock if it
floated. Once you have found said
pickup truck owner, rope ‘em in. They
are easily confused by distractions,
like beer and the carrot of social
acceptance. Defer the reward in order
to keep them interested in the task at
hand. The horse gets fed at the barn,
and a horse that learns otherwise will
never bear their burden effectively.
Wow, how did we get to talking about
horses again?
If in the unlikely event you fail
to corral a truck owner or another
person with sufficient ego gap, begin
recruiting friends. By friends, I mean

classes. During the pre-service
training, the Peace Corps helps
volunteers practice their fluency
by providing language programs
in order to make sure that
they are up to par. Leadership,
community service and a certain
level of professionalism are also
valued attributes that are looked
for in volunteers.
Going abroad with the Peace
Corps is challenging in many
ways. Serving those in need often
requires that volunteers share the
same living conditions as those
they visit.
“Depending on your position,
you could be in any place ranging
from an urban setting to an
extremely rural area,” Ray said.
Going to other countries
requires volunteers to take part
in the culture in which they are
immersed. Being a volunteer
also requires being able to adjust
to situations they may not be
familiar with and adapt to their
new communities.
Although safety is often a
concern for many students
thinking about going into the
Peace Corps, it is the most
important
aspect
for
the
program. The Peace Corps
implements a series of procedures

When the price is
right for sustainability
in the cafeteria
By EMILY JOHNSON
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Moving: Free help isn’t included with those pricey rental trucks.
people who care enough about you
to help without actually hating you
afterwards, or people who you don’t
care if they hate you afterwards.
Consider also your feelings towards
these people. If they might drop one
of your belongings which is worth
more to you than their life, consider
A) whether you want their help; B)
where you might hide the body when
they butterfinger that stereo system
down the brick steps.
A key to a good move is proper
supervision of the people moving
your things. Make sure you are
watching their every action at all
times. Keep up a verbal play-by-play
of their proximity to nearby objects
and their likelihood of dropping
the object at any moment. Use stern
reprimands for gouging the sheetrock
or for putting things down to rest.
This makes for a better experience for
your stuff. Don’t get distracted and
attempt to lift things yourself. This
quickly descends into chaos, and has
a disturbing resemblance to actual
work. You run the risk of sweating,
straining your back, pinching your
fingers—dangers best avoided.
If you find you have too much stuff
to move to a new, you may chose to
hold a moving sale. To ensure success,
put ads on Craigslist to advertise. This
guarantees that you will waste your
time answering spam e-mails, e-mails
from people who just want to trade

their useless crap for your useless crap
and people who will never, ever show
up to collect the $10 bedside table
they called three times about. The
ones who do show up will bargain
you down to $5 and the rights to your
firstborn child. If this strategy fails,
consider a more last-minute strategy:
the moving gift.
Moving gifts are items which you
generously decide to bequeath on the
future inhabitants of the space you
are vacating. Who wouldn’t want to
become the proud owner of a broken
roomba,moldy textbooks and a couch
that is inhabited by enough creatures
to almost move itself, if only they
could form some central organizing
committee? Moving gifts not only
help you move places, they help others
move places. To tears, for example.
If you cannot bear to part from
your possessions but didn’t have the
logistical foresight to figure out how
to move them before your lease ran
out, you may to try to attempt the
rarely achieved but gutsy “moving
loan.” The moving loan is similar to
a moving gift, except that you intend
to reclaim your items some months
(or years) later. The important thing
here is pretending to simply be giving
the items away and then returning
when the new tenants aren’t around
to reclaim your stuff. It’s still yours,
after all.

for emergencies and works
with the various communities
to ensure the safety of the
volunteers. Information materials
are
continuously
updated.
Conditions in the areas where
students volunteer are assessed,
taking into account numerous
factors such communicative
ability, transportation, housing
and proximity to other Peace
Corps groups.
The Peace Corps offers new
and
beneficial
experiences
and pays students for travel
expenses, living, medical and
dental and health insurance while
volunteering. After 27 months
spent serving abroad, volunteers
are able to improve their chances
in the job market thanks to
their foreign language training,
development of technical skills
and understanding of numerous
cultures
and
personable
interactions.
Academic credit can be added
to a volunteer’s experience as well
as scholarships and internships,
help with tuition and other
programs offered directly through
the Peace Corps.
Not a bad way to get some realworld knowledge.

After a semester or two of
living off SUB food, it can become
easy to forget how impressive our
dining services are in comparison
to many other colleges and
universities across the country.
Although we seldom come across
anything like the cafeteria from
Animal House, it can all seem
rather daunting when you are
running low on new ways to make
use of rice, chicken and whatever
can be found at the Full Fare
station.
Even by modern standards, the
Puget Sound community hardly
has much to complain about,
especially in regard to cost and
sustainability. In fact, many of the
accomplishments and successes
can go unnoticed when we hurry
through the SUB every day.
Dinning
and
Conference
Services (DCS) works incredibly
hard to make sure that students
are getting the best price for
the options available, while
still striving to ensure our food
services help the environment
and local community.
Puget Sound students save an
average of $214 on the medium
meal plan over the average
private university in the United
States and $574 over other
private universities in the Pacific
Northwest. This is in addition to
appearing on PETA’s most veganfriendly campus for the past
several years, coming in seventh
place in 2011.
“Our hours of operation and
extensive menu offerings are
based upon students’ preferences,
requests and dining needs,” said
Assistant Director for Dining
Services Melissa Flood. It may
come as a surprise, though, to
find that outside the dedicated
members of the Sustainability
Advisory Committee, Flood
and DCS have not seen a much
of a desire from students for
sustainable, locally-grown food.

Nevertheless, DCS sees a need
for constantly improving the
options for the community.
“Our food... has improved
tremendously over the past
year or so in both quality and
variety. Our commitment [is]
to balancing cost effective
sourcing
with
supporting
local, sustainable products and
companies whenever possible,”
Flood said. “We expanded
vegan station operating hours
to weekends to better support
full-week
sustainable
eating
habits.” Additionally, they started
recycling cooking oils, which will
be used for biofuel.
There has always been the
longstanding and unique policy of
allowing students to take ceramic
dishware as well as silverware
out of Wheelock Student Center,
which helps reduce the amount
waste produced by disposable togo containers. This program is
currently being complemented by
a pilot program to allow the use of
reusable Tupperware containers
instead of the paper and plastic
variety currently available.
What is often forgotten by
students is that DCS feels its main
goal “is to provide significant
menu variety and quality at fair
prices to satisfy students who
cannot regularly go off campus.”
Although it is easy for students
to forget as they grow older, the
SUB is a comforting constant in
the lives of the freshmen to Puget
Sound as they acclimate to eating
in college.
What is even better news for
new and incoming students
is the plan to remodel areas
of Wheelock Student Center,
including the dining area.
“Renovation will enable improved
traffic flow, more interactive
menu options, and provide much
needed equipment upgrades to
improve energy efficiency and
waste reduction/management,”
Flood added.
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Let’s play ball: Logger baseball is hitting hard
By JULIA FISHMAN
Spring is in the air, and that
means it’s time for the Puget Sound
baseball season.
The baseball team has begun
their season with the opener at the
Tri-Cities tournament, where they
won against Corban and Lewis and
Clark and lost games against Corban and Whitworth. This weekend,
they battled the Whitworth Pirates,
losing one game and tying the other.
As the season is just beginning,
the players are aiming to reach their
individual and team goals this season.
“I definitely would like to improve on my fielding percentage
and improve on my hitting as well.
I’d like to see extra base hits,” senior
Andrew Grady (Cave Creek, Ariz.)
said. Grady plays shortstop for the
team with a career total fielding percentage of .893.
“[I would like to] bring a leadership role to the table and pass on the
things that I know to the guys below
me and keep carrying on the tradition of what Logger baseball is and
also keeping the community and
the baseball team together,” Grady
said.
There are currently eight seniors
on the team.
After eight months without playing baseball, play time gives the
members of the team to brush up
on their skills.
“Getting a lot of playing time is
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Dugout: Players watch in support as team members play in the opening games of the season.
really critical. Seeing the pitching
was good after not seeing a whole
lot of live pitching in a long time,”
sophomore Lucas Stone (Ashland,
Ore.) said.
“And that’s just being tuned into
every pitch and every player, so another year of experience is good…. I
have a better idea of what hitter can
do and how to read them. It’s about
putting yourself in the situation and
being successful,” Stone said.

Making waves: Lady
Loggers swim their
way to first in NWC
By DALTON HANDY
Feb. 12, 2012: At the Northwest
Conference championship swim
meet in Federal Way, the Lady Loggers were able to capture a surprising conference title, dethroning
defending champions from Whitworth. The win was the Loggers’
first since 2009; the Pirates had taken the title in both 2010 and 2011.
“I think winning surprised me. To
be honest, we had a tri-school meet
with Whitman and Whitworth and
we lost horribly. We were the underdog between two big teams. I
feel like part of me still doesn’t believe it,” senior captain Kenzie Kitson (Durango, Colo.) said.
The Loggers trailed by eight
points going into the final day of
competitions. Puget Sound was fueled by two big wins on Sunday.
In the 200-meter breaststroke, junior Tracy Wormwood (Elk River, Minn.) set a NWC record and
earned a NCAA DIII Provisional
time of 2:18.24.
Immediately after the 200-breast,
freshman Melissa Norrish (Denver,
Colo.) won the 200-fly with a provisional time of 2:08.11.
Both swimmers will be heading to
the NCAA DIII Championships at
the IU Natatorium in Indianapolis,
Ind. while other swimmers, including the 400 freestyle relay team,will
wait for the official invites from the
NCAA on March 2.
“I’m just so proud. I couldn’t be
happier about the end of my senior
year. I hope everyone can see how
close we are,” Kitson said.
While a conference title evaded the Logger men, the team held
their own considering that they only
brought 12 swimmers to the meet
rather than the maximum 18. Puget
Sound still finished a respectable
fourth out of eight teams, as Whit-

worth took their 10th consecutive
conference championship.
“If we had a full squad things
would have been [very] different,”
senior captain Adam Ganz (Cleveland, Ohio) said.
The lone senior on the men’s
team, Ganz was proud of the teams’
success, both men’s and women’s.
“In my mind, everyone stepped
up, especially the freshmen. It’s not
an easy transition coming from
high school and club to the national level,” Ganz said.
The men were able to pick up
valuable points from sophomore
Derek Frenzel (Moscow, Idaho)
and junior Jere Jeremikj (Skopje,
Macedonia).
Frenzel broke his own conference record in the 200-fly with
a time of 1:50.08. That time will
qualify him for the DIII Championships in Indianapolis.
Jeremikj finished second to
Frenzel, capturing a provisional
time of 1:50.71. Ganz expects that
time to earn him a trip to the finals
with Frenzel. Sophomore Teal Kitson also earned a b-cut time in the
200-back.
Both teams look primed for the
future. “I see the women’s team
with a stranglehold on conference.
The men’s program will begin to
pick up in the sprint department,
hopefully in the stroke department
as well,” Ganz said.
While Kitson stressed the great
impact on the women’s team of
their seven seniors, she agrees that
the girls will have a good shot at
conference next year. Both Ganz
and Kitson agree that the NWC is
gaining momentum and reputation on the national scale. Hopefully, that reputation will continue
to improve and bring in top recruits to keep the program on the
rise.

Stone is both a pitcher and a right
center fielder.
“[Last year I] was filling a role,
being used as I could be,” Stone
said. “I’m expecting to be a game
three starter so I’m expecting to get
a lot of time on the mound. In the
outfield, I’m expecting to get a little more time out there. It’s fun to
do both.”
“It’s all about winning games for
me so I would like to win more

games this year than I did last year,”
junior Matt Robinson (Lafayette,
Calif.) said.
Robinson is a captain on the
team and is the only captain who is
a pitcher.
“My main role is making sure the
pitchers are doing everything they
need to be doing,” Robinson said.
This year, the roster has 34 players with 12 freshmen. The freshmen
bring a key aspect to the team.

“I hope to bring some diversity and whatever I can to make the
team stronger,” freshman Nick Cochran (Alamo, Calif.), said. “We’re
a lot of strong freshman and as the
years go on, we’re going to get better
and better.”
Cochran is a catcher on the team
and has an important defensive and
leadership role on the team.
“I make sure that I’m a wall behind the plate and not let any balls
go past me, and be a leader on the
field,” Cochran said.
Another freshman, Steven Wagar
(Yakima, Wash.), is a key member
of the team, as both a pitcher and a
first baseman.
“As much as I can bring will probably come from pitching,” Wagar
said on his input for the team. He
hopes to contribute by helping
the pitching rotation stay strong
through their busy season.
There are currently 13 pitchers on
the roster, Wagar knows that he has
a valuable place in the rotation.
“You always need a lot of long relievers and closers,” Wagar said.
Another key pitcher in last weekend’s 2-2 game result was freshman
Logan Day (Citrus Heights, Calif.).
“When you’re a pitcher only it’s
tough to be everywhere all the time,
always making an influence like you
could if you played the field,” Day
said. “But when you’re only given a
few innings a weekend, as a pitchsee BASEBALL page 9

Loggers to begin conference play
It is anyone’s game beginning this week.
By ANGEL JOHNSON
It has been an eventful weekend
for the Puget Sound Loggers women’s basketball team. They traveled south to Oregon to face Lewis
and Clark Friday Feb. 17 and Linfield Saturday Feb. 18. During both
games it was apparent that the Loggers fought hard. These were the final games that would potentially
help determine seeding before the
NWC tournament, which begins
next week.
On Friday, the Loggers were
dealt a 79-62 loss against the number-nine-ranked Lewis and Clark.
In the beginning of the game the
Loggers took an early 2-0 lead
thanks to junior Lindsay Layland
(Homer, Alaska), but this was the
only lead the Loggers had throughout the game. Afterwards, Lewis and Clark took the lead and the
Loggers trailed Lewis and Clark for
the rest of the night.
By the end of the first half, Lewis and Clark had a comfortable 4727 double-digit lead over the Loggers. Even at the start of the second
half, the Loggers were unable to regain control of the game. During
the game both Layland and junior
Kelsey McKinnis (Ashland, Ore.)
added eight points to the Loggers,
while junior Sarah Stewart (Burlington, Wash.) led the Loggers with
10 points.
With less than four minutes into
Saturday’s game, McKinnis scored
her 1,000th career point on a pair
of free throws. This was great momentum going into this game and
helped the Loggers beat Linfield
75-61.
Senior Jocelyn Rirordan (Lake
Forest Park, Wash.) and freshman
Ashley Agcaoili (Kaneohe, Hawaii) put the Loggers ahead at the
start of the game, but Linfield came
back strong and took the early lead.
Control of the game was swapped
between both teams for some time,
until a three point shot by McKin-

nis put the Loggers back on top 2724, and they remained on top for the
rest of the game.
At the end of the first half the
Loggers were winning 37-33. When
the second half started, it was clear
that Linfield did not have a chance
against the Loggers. At one point,
there was 19-point difference between the teams. The Loggers easily
held Linfield at bay in order to win
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their final game of the regular season.
McKinnis led the Loggers with 19
points, and freshman Amanda Forshay also helped the Logger effort
with 18 points and seven rebounds.
The Loggers will play a semifinal game against NWC conference
champions George Fox on Thursday
at 7 p.m. for the start of the conference tournament.
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Postmen look to heat up the tournament circuit
By HANNAH CHASE
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Flying: The Postment tested their skills in sunny California.

Lower Baker was quiet Saturday
morning as the Ultimate Frisbee
team spent the weekend in sunny
California, showing off their skills
and Logger pride to a group of very
talented athletes.
“Athleticism is key in Ultimate
and some of the highlights make
one wonder why it is not a varsity, Olympic or professional sport,
and why it doesn’t appear on Sports
Center,” junior Jonas Cole said. “I
don’t think it is fair to compare the
athleticism of our team to that of
a varsity team because athleticism
varies from individual to individual, though we do have players who
could succeed at the varsity level in
multiple sports. In addition, I will
add that we have been substantially
more successful than many varsity
sports on campus in the last 5 years.”
It was nothing but blue skies and
sun for the Postmen this past weekend as they team travelled to La Jolla, Calif. to compete in the Presidents’ Day Classic Feb. 18 and Feb.
19. The Puget Sound Ultimate Frisbee team was the only Division III
team in attendance at the event, as
they played teams from University
of British Columbia, Cal Poly-San
Luis Obispo and University of Vermont, just to name a few.
Being invited to the President’s
Day Classic was an honor for the
team, as it was a testament to just
how dedicated the team members
are to their beloved sport. The team
was seated 20 out of 20 teams, and
finished 12th in the tournament-proof that DIII can compete with
the best of them.
As a club sport, the team has limited access to campus facilities and

Crew team takes to the water as
spring season gets under way
By STEPHEN HAMWAY
After months of frigid early
morning practices, University of
Puget Sound men’s and women’s
crew teams are finally ready to kick
off their spring seasons. Expectations are particularly high for the
women’s teams, after their Varsity
Eight team received an at-large bid
in the NCAA Championships last
year, marking the ninth consecutive
year that the Loggers have qualified
for the championship. Despite finishing third in the tournament, this
continued recognition was a major boost for crew program and the
team is looking to build on the momentum from last year.

Baseball

continued FROM page 8

er you have to be able to make the
most of them. I’ve been working as
hard as I can ever since I was made a
pitcher only so that I have the talent
and poise that it takes to make the
most of those few opportunities.”
Day became the pitcher of note in
the Tri-Cities Tournament, where
he only allowed two runs on four
hits and recorded a pair of strikeouts. Day no longer hits, so he
spends his time focusing on his
pitching.
“I’m currently working on improving my curveball which is a
project all in itself, and I’m constantly tweaking my form to get
the most power out of my body,”
Day said. “Another huge aspect is
the mental side of the game. Since
I was a pitcher and a shortstop in
high school, I never really learned

However, the women’s team will
face an uphill battle to do so. The
women’s crew roster is young and
short on experience, with only three
seniors currently on the team. Many
members of last year’s Varsity Eight
team graduated, and the new members are looking to pick up the slack.
However, there is reason for optimism among the younger members
of the team. Last year, the women’s
novice boat edged out Humbolt
State for the gold medal in the
NCRC Championships, a competition late in the year. This achievement suggests that many of the novices are ready for the move up to
varsity-caliber competition.
Meanwhile, on the men’s side, the

crew team is looking to build upon
a second-place finish in the WIRA
finals last year. Like the women,
they comprise a very young team,
with no rowers with senior eligibility currently on the roster. On the
other hand, all of this youth could
prove to be a boon for the Loggers.
They have ten freshmen on the
team, meaning that these young
rowers should get a taste of varsity
level rowing soon, and will hopefully provide the foundation for
many great Logger rowing teams
to come.
All of the Logger teams will begin their season on Mar. 10 at
American Lake against rival Willamette.

the entire mental mindset that goes
with being a pitcher, so whether at
practice or in the game I’m constantly trying to pick up on the nuances that the older guys have that
make them successful.”
Sophomore Jeff Walton (Carmichael, Calif.) was another key pitcher in the games at Tri-Cities.
“I came into this year not thinking I was going to pitch much at all,
and they told me that I would just
be a short late relief guy, and then
I ended up starting the very first
game of the year,” Walton said. Every season, the coaches evaluate the
team and rank it based on the talent they see.
“At the beginning of the year the
coaches’ poll ranked us fifth in conference which was basically a slap
in the face, even though we took
second in conference last year, and
we have all of the same people, just
with another year of experience and
more depth than we had last year,”

Walton said. “I feel like we are a
very, very talented team, and I
look forward with seeing what the
team can do this year. The most
important part to win this conference you have to go 19-5 or 20-4
in order to win the conference, we
need to take it to basically every
team that we face, and sweep the
teams that we need to sweep, and
take 2 out of 3 from everyone else.”
Everyone on the team is eager
to accomplish more and more every year, and continue to strive for
more, hoping to improve upon
their second place finish from last
year.
“I’m expecting to do something
similar to that, if not better,” Grady
said. “I think we have a good team
and we have a lot of new, young
guys, who are very talented.”
The team is away until Mar. 10,
where they will be facing Whitworth in a double header.

is only able to practice twice a week
for a total of six hours. However,
this does not put a damper on their
spirits.
“The fact that Ultimate is not a
varsity sport is what many players
love about the game. It is governed
by what we call ‘spirit of the game,’
which requires players to know
the rules and respect everyone involved,” Cole said.
The Ultimate Frisbee program is
in its eighth year, and they had their
most successful season in 2010 when
they tied for third place at the Division III Nationals in Appleton,Wisc.
Each year, the team strives to improve, and their love for the game
allows them to do so.
The Ultimate Frisbee team plays
throughout the year, allowing them
to consistently work on their talent. However, the real season is in
the spring, when the teams are split
into the A team (varsity) and the B
team. Although a division occurs,
the team maintains their friendship
and unity.
“We are a really tightly knit group
that likes to have a ton of fun,” Cole
said. “We spend the entire fall getting new players introduced to the
game and going to two to three
tournaments where the emphasis is
on teaching the basics of the game,
trying new things, and having fun,
rather than winning.
“When the spring rolls around,
we have a weekend of tryouts and
split into the A team (The Postmen) and the B team (Beer Pressure, though this name changes every season). Despite the fact that we
do not practice together or attend
the same tournaments, the community is consistent between both
teams and the bonds we form in the

fall persist.
“As an upperclassmen on the
A team, I make a sincere effort to
make sure the B-teamers know they
are still a part of the community
and that they will be leading the A
team in the next few years. The B
team this year could be better than
ever with the leadership and experience of senior Sean McSpadden
and more natural talent in the freshman class than in any previous year.
On the A team, our goal is to constantly improve, both as individual
players and as a collective unit. This
is something that we have accomplished every year since the program’s inauguration and this year
should be no different,” Cole said.
The Postmen will continue their
travels this semester this weekend,
Feb.25 and 26 at the Stanford Open.
On March 17 and 18, the team will
play at the Pacific Lutheran University BBQ. And it does not end there.
“From there, we will compete
at the Conference Championships
[in Puyallup, WA with] all the DIII
teams in WA, OR and British Columbia. Then we must make a
choice between going to DIII National Championships (assuming
we qualify) and going to DI Regional Championships (Burlington,
Wash.) with the hopes of qualifying for DI National Championships
(Boulder, Colo.),” Cole said.
We congratulate them on their
successes so far and wish them luck
as they return to California this
weekend. We promise to keep the
Puget Sound community updated
as the Ultimate Frisbee teams continues their travels.

Coach Justin Lunt hits
the 100 game mark
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Slam-dunk: Shelton-Johnson shoots in a previous game
against George Fox, helping secure their number two spot.

By JULIA FISHMAN
This past weekend the men’s basketball team was on the road, facing Lewis and Clark and Linfield.
Against Lewis and Clark, the
Loggers suffered a loss 72-78 after a
slow start proved to be fatal. While
this loss was devastating, it only
momentarily dropped them into
third place in conference, as Whitman’s win over Willamette pushed
them to second place.
Kaleb Shelton-Johnson led the
Loggers in scoring, with 15 points
to add to his list. Anthony Gittens,
Ryan Rogers, Rex Holmes and Ed-

ric Egberaure each scored 9 points.
The game against Linfield was
crucial in securing a tie for the number-two spot in the NWC. The Loggers took the game 80-67, which
tied them with Whitman for second
place.
Rex Homes had a season high
scoring of 23 points, with Riggs Yarbro adding 12 and Shelton Johnson
scoring 14.
The Linfield game was also a
milestone for head coach Justin
Lunt becuase it was his 100th winning game as the Loggers’ head
coach. This is his sixth season as
head coach.
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HEY YOU, Rick Santorum probably
didn’t appreciate your glitter attack,
and neither did many of us at the
school you represent. Use words
next time.

Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the box in
Diversions Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU, I hope you don’t mind if
I say that your smile really brightens
my day and I hope that I work in
University every day.
HEY YOU, Don’t have anything
to do for Spring Break?!?!?! Then

do Alternative Spring Break and
learn more about homelessness
in Tacoma. Contact rchristiaens@
pugetsound.edu for more information.
HEY YOU, SAE who always watches
my stuff in Diversions…Thank you.
Seeing you brightens my day.
HEY YOU, Cute tall blonde boy who
performed at open mic night. You
can Tik my Tok anytime.
HEY YOU, Girl who hangs out with
Santorum. You can glitter-bomb me
any day.

HEY YOU, to quote Rodney King,
“Can’t we all just get along (and in
doing so accept that there is nothing
wrong with homosexuality/gay marriage, and those opposed should focus more on the love-thy-neighbors
than the culture-specific thou-shaltnots; but also recognize that ‘liberals’
gain nothing from glitter-bombing
and similar pranks except for a selfsatisfied chuckle from those already
in agreement with their ideology
and further anger from ‘conservatives’ who become less and less
willing to talk)?”
HEY YOU, what the heck is Social
Justice, anyway? To find out, come
to one of our JuST Meetings held
every Monday at Wheelock Student
Center Room 201 from 5-6pm!
HEY YOU, Hagrid, what happened
to your beard?
HEY YOU, Sea Queen, let’s perform
sometime soon.

THE HAPPY TRAIL

HEY YOU, Diversions and Oppenheimer Staff: let’s make peace, have
a party and take some extra shots
together ;)
HEY YOU, Did you know the
Library has a book collecting contest
and you can win up to $1000?
Details in the library and on the Library web page. Apps due March 22!
HEY YOU, Girl peeing publicly on
a front lawn, you should never stop
caring.
HEY YOU, When I’m in the library
reading, I don’t care about Miley
Cyrus news or what’s gross on Facebook, so please, take it outside.
HEY YOU, ASUPS, current events
don’t stop on Sundays, so why do
newspapers?
HEY YOU, Blonde girl, stop hooking up with guys on my hall.
HEY YOU, Fraternities, including
mine. I love you all. But sometimes
this feels like high school. “I wish
I could bake a cake filled with
rainbows and smiles and everyone
would eat and be happy…”

The Puget Sound Trail

trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu

HEY YOU, Major General, can you
do anything twice as fast?
HEY YOU, Even the most boring
people have a secret worth knowing.
HEY YOU, Super sassy flute player,
wanna come blow my horn?
HEY YOU, Diversions, how about
some more extension cords? You
killed my computer.
HEY YOU, Beta Theta Pi, despite
doing less than nothing this year,
you’re still the best fraternity not on
this campus.
HEY YOU, Boy trying to get into
A/L, I’ll swipe your key card any day.
HEY YOU, Blonde kid with all that
tea who hangs out in Diversions, I’ll
let you steep my tea any day.
HEY YOU, fraternity guys, wait
a little longer to get smashed and
come play some Super Smash Bros.
today from 5-7 p.m. in Wyatt 109!
Prepare to be crushed.
HEY YOU.....Nope, it’s just Chuck
Testa!

A Weekly Sex Column

Making the bedroom a “happier” place...

The Vagina Monologues
offers valuable lessons

Boys and girls,
once the same

By HARRY SASSCROTCH

By SUZY SPONGEWORTHY

ach year the women
of VAVA, or the Vulva
Anti-Violence Alliance,
bring The Vagina Monologues to campus. This
year’s performances ran from Friday, Feb. 10 through Sunday, Feb.
12 in Kilworth Memorial Chapel.
The Monologues was created by Eve Ensler to spread the
message speaking out against
rape, sexual violence and discrimination
against
women.
VAVA holds a similar purpose and also works to create a
safer, sex-positive campus for
women. They bring the Monologues to campus every year
to help spread their message.
While the Monologues are an
experience in and of themselves,
they provide a view of vaginas and
sex that also offers valuable knowledge for your sex life. Here are
three monologues from the show
that can help you in the bedroom.

Penis… Penis... PENIS!!! All
you fellow fans of The Penis
Game out there will pick up what
I’m throwing down when I say
that penises can be pretty funny.
We draw them in foggy windows,
find them scratched into desks
and even make snowballs to
complement the super phallic
obelisk in the quad.
It’s funny (as in peculiar) that
we have this response to dicks
yet you rarely see blooming
vulvas scrawled on a friend’s
notebook. Why don’t we hear
people screaming “vagina” to
each other?
Our free association to
genitalia is so often negative.
I think it’s high time we start
appreciating these fabulous sex
organs we have. They are good
to us, so why not give them
the admiration they deserve?
Furthermore, penises and vulvas
are not nearly as starkly different
as they may seem.
I was shocked to learn one day
that at 6 to 8 weeks in the womb,
male and female genitalia look
the same. The structure looks
uncannily like a paddle on an
air hockey machine: a donutlike structure around another
stucture that looks more like an
end of a broomstick.
Male and female genitalia
actually
differentiate
into
homologous
structures.That
means that at 6 to 8 weeks, parts
that are the same in both guys and
gals will turn into very different
looking structures that often
serve the same or equivalent
functions. Little baby boys make
sperm and a safekeeping area for
their little swimmers while baby
girls make all the eggs they will
have throughout their lifetime.
Fun fact: as cited by Merck.
com, females are born with 6 to
7 million but will release 400
between puberty and menopause.

E

1. “My Angry Vagina” recounts
the issues women face and the
ways their vaginas are forced to
look, act and feel by way of a cookie-cutter mold imposed by society.
One of the most notable lines
of the monologue insists, “Don’t
believe them when he tells you it
smells like rose petals when it’s
supposed to smell like pussy!”
If it’s really necessary for there
to be scented vaginal cleansers, why is it that we should have
them smell like a flower? Why do
genitals need these regulations?
The
monologue
brilliantly conveys that our genitals
should be up to us and should
only follow our own personal
standards
regarding
grooming, cleansing and general feel.
2. “Hair” follows a woman’s story surrounding her pubic hair. Because she refuses to shave her pubic hair, her husband has an affair.

PHOTO COURTESY/HATTIE LINDSLEY

Lessons: The Vagina Monologues teaches audience members
to appreciate their own genders and sexualities, regardless of
society’s tendency to restrain such forces.
Pubic hair is often the untold
side of someone’s genitals. You
don’t talk about it, and you certainly don’t let it get in the way.
Some people prefer trimming
or shaving, and that is okay for
their personal expression. However, pubic hair should not fall
under the complete jurisdiction of
just one partner in a relationship.
Communication and understanding from both partners is
key in solving this dilemma. This
includes knowing that you don’t
have to shave if you don’t want to!
3. “The Women Who Loved
to Make Vaginas Happy” relays the encounters of a female sex worker who loves female clients.
The monologue
goes through the different types
of moans that her clients give.
Senior Anya Callahan was one
of the three women portraying
the woman and her moans. She
explained that this monologue
covers areas of communication and expression during sex.

“My monologue taught me the
importance of being open with
one’s own sexuality and not being
afraid to express yourself,” Callahan said. “Once [the woman]
was in her zone, she was alive
again and loved the fun diversity
of her various sexual partners.”
This monologue recounts how
the ability to moan or express yourself in other ways, such as dirty talk
or even screaming, can be beneficial for finding your sexual identity.
It isn’t necessary for you to
moan during sex, but doing
so can help you find what you
want or what you like about
sex for you or your partner.
The Vagina Monologues brings
a new perspective on sex. The
performance not only highlights themes of discrimination and violence but also ideas
about how societal constraints
weigh on our pussies and dicks.
The most important message
that you can take from the monologues is that your genitals are your
own. So stand up for your junk!

And while the dispelling or
absorbing of these cells varies,
the glans (head) of the penis is
homologous to the head of the
clitoris. However, the clitoris
is a bigger organism than the
glans, which is what we see and
feel when touching that area. It
also has two bigger internal arms
that wrap around the vagina,
presumably so penetrative sex
feels good too. These arms, seen
from a side view, appear as a shaft
with the glans when examining
male genitalia. This glans is
for all intents and purposes the
traditional “clit” we think of and
is the head on the end of this
shaft.
Both clitorises and penises
are made of spongy tissue that
swells with blood when aroused.
They are also both saturated with
nerve endings: about 8,000 in the
clitoris versus 4,000 in the penis.
Moving south, you’d think the
testes on a dude are distinctly
different from the female body.
But they look similar to ovaries
if you think about it—which
makes sense because they’re, you
guessed it, homologous! And get
this, before puberty they live in
about the same place as ovaries
do: up in a boy’s abdomen.
In childhood we all heard
the popular mantra, “boys
have penises and girls have
vaginas,” but there are trans
men and women out there that
prove the gender binary is not
comprehensive. For example,
trans men that are on testosterone
treatments
have
noticeable
increases in clitoris size.
We need to be reminded
that we all differentiate from
the same cells. So to your next
encounter with a naked body of
the opposite sex you may say, or
at least let f licker in your mind,
a simple “We’re not so different,
you and I.”
VAGINAAAAA!!!!!!
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A Separation emotes
By EVAN PEARSON
Divorce is a messy procedure in
the United States, not only for its
ramifications for the separating couple but also for their families.
Add Iran’s highly codified Islamic law, conflicts of gender and class,
and the alienation and frustrations
of a law that cannot account for human emotion, and we begin to approach a situation akin to the tragedy depicted in Asghar Farhadi’s A
Separation.
The film opens with a shot of
Nader (Peyman Moaadi) and his
wife Simin (Leila Hatami) petitioning an off-camera judge for divorce.
The factors that led to this moment are hashed out for the judge:
Simin wishes to emigrate from Iran
with her daughter Termeh (Sarina
Farhadi) in order to give her better
future prospects than Iran can offer, while Nader wishes to remain in
Iran and look after his father, an Alzheimer’s sufferer who requires constant care.
Simin, willing to withdraw her divorce petition at any time if Nader
were to accompany her out of Iran,
is frustrated by Nader’s obstinacy: “But he doesn’t know you!” she
shouts, Nader responding, “But I
know him.”
This conflict between justified intentions permeates the entire work,
a testament to Farhadi’s empathy for
his characters.
As the drama unfolds, we are
given further insight into the halftruths, lies and unsaid truths that
are at the heart of the couple’s troubled marriage.
Simin moves into her mother’s
apartment, and Nader hires Razieh
(Sareh Bayat), an impoverished and
deeply devout woman, to take care
of the house and Nader’s child-like
father.
Although neither we nor Nader knows this originally, Razieh is
pregnant and has not told her hotheaded, equally impoverished husband Hodjat (Shahab Hosseini)
about her employment with Nader.

This, coupled with the heartwrenching scene when Nader comes
home with his daughter to find his
father fallen on the floor, his right
arm tied to the bed post, creates the
second tragic situation that the film
centers around: Nader throws Razieh out the next day, and after she
miscarries, Nader finds himself not
only in a divorce, but facing manslaughter charges when Razieh’s
miscarries her baby.
Set in modern-day Iran, Farhadi’s
touching treatment of the legal procedure eschews cultural bias to provide a moving picture of a couple in
decline.
Cultural references abound, such
as Razieh calling her Imam during
her first day at work in order to ask
whether cleaning Nader’s father after he had soiled himself is a sin.
Moving portrayals are given by
the cast, most noticeably by the couple’s daughter Termeh, an intelligent, sensitive girl who protects her
father from prison with her false
testimony, all while struggling to
keep her family together.
The stress of both legal cases,
mired within the bureaucratic complex of the Iranian legal system,
takes heavy tolls on all involved,
giving the impression that not only
Nader and Simin’s marriage, but the
lives that they built for themselves,
are at stake.
A Separation, written, directed
and produced by Farhadi, comes at
a time that sees Jafar Panahi, one of
Iran’s premier filmmakers, in jail for
supporting the opposition movement and Abbas Kiarostami, critically acclaimed Iranian director of
The Wind Will Carry Us (1999), now
working abroad.
Despite creating initial conflict
with Iran’s censors, the film is Iran’s
official submission for the foreignlanguage Academy Award. The film
had previously won a Golden Globe
for best foreign language film as well
as Best Screenplay and Best Foreign
Language film from the National
Society of Film Critics and is showing at the Egyptian Theater in Seattle until Feb. 23.

Renaissance man: Rayman
Origins still packs a punch
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Rayman: Despite commercial failings, the game proves
its worth through charming
humor, exciting animation and
highly functional gameplay.

By WALT MITCHELL
I’ll just come out and say it: Rayman: Origins is the sort of game to
make you fall in love with games
again. A direct descendent of the
classic platformers that stole my
heart—and, I can only hope, many
of yours—as I was naught but a budding dweebling, Rayman surprises,
challenges and delights, all with the
carefree confidence of an old friend
who knows exactly how sorely he
was missed.
I’m a little late on this one, but I’m
not alone—sitting pretty at 89 percent on Metacritic, Rayman: Origins
has seen surprisingly little commercial success since its release, but as
Joystiq reports, Ubisoft sees in the
title a “capacity to become a longterm seller.”
Ubisoft is certainly taking steps to
make it so—the game, originally released for PS3, 360 and Wii Nov. 15
of last year, was re-released for the
Playstation Vita on Valentine’s Day
and will be ported to 3DS and PC
come March.

Sharon Van Etten’s album
Tramp proves to be excellent
musical therapy for listeners
By SAMI ROSS
When the A.V. Club asked Sharon
Van Etten to describe her reasoning
for writing so many depressing songs,
she replied, “I guess I usually write
when I’m in a really intense headspace, because it’s my form of selftherapy.”
Van Etten’s third album Tramp is
so lyrically poignant that it is easy to
believe that every song she sings is a
snapshot into her tumultuous personal life.
Be warned that every track on this
album will instantly revive memories
of bad breakups and accidental exsex, but listening to Tramp in its entirety is like having a good cry.
Van Etten is a master of language
and her observations will definitely
make you shiver; however, it is also
a comfort to hear complex emotions
put into words.
Not only does Van Etten find her
music to be a form of self-therapy, but
listeners will discover a quiet comfort
in this record as well.
The opening track, “Warsaw,”
brings to mind Liz Phair’s powerful
album Exile in Guyville, as do many of
the other songs on this album.
The scene is familiar, but Van Etten
has a bite that makes this song her

own. Her frank lyrics sound even
more raw when paired with gentle
musical arrangements.
The production of this album is excellent and it is clear that the instrumentals are not meant to ever overshadow the poetry on this album.
“Give Out” is one of the standout tracks on Tramp. The repeating
phrase, “you’re the reason why I’ll
move to the city, you’re why I’ll need
to leave,” speaks volumes and tells a
story without giving too much detail
away. Van Etten captures that perfect
balance between being personal and
vague; therefore leaving room for listeners to insert their own experiences
into the song.
This aspect of her music allows
room for interpretation, a detail that
will certainly help her widen her fan
base.
“Leonard” and “Kevin’s” will appeal
to St. Vincent and Regina Spektor
fans. As she sweetly croons, “Well,
well I am bad, well, well, hell, I am bad
at loving,” it is almost easy to forget,
for only a moment, that she is singing
about very dark feelings.
The contrast between light instrumentals and dark lyrics has been developed quite nicely by Van Etten and
her producer, Aaron Dessner, the guitar player from the highly esteemed
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band The National.
Another song that’s sure to become
the anthem of college seniors everywhere is “We Are Fine.” The pleasant guitar strumming casually in the
background is almost jarring to hear
once it becomes clear that Van Etten
is calmly describing a panic attack.
However, this track proves itself to be
the most uplifting and serene number
on the album. Van Etten pairs with
Beirut’s Zach Condon and together
they sift through the ugliness of anxiety until they can both agree that
“we’re all right.”
Tramp is a wonderful multilayered
album that belongs in the record collection of any listener who has ever
experienced heartbreak.
Van Etten sings only the cold truth
and nothing but the truth, but she
possesses a delicate control over each
song and that makes all the difference.
Van Etten never takes advantage of
the listener’s emotions by pulling the
sympathy card; this record is great because it is genuine.
GRADE: ASharon Van Etten will be playing
in Seattle on March 25 at the Neptune
Theater.

Since its debut in 1995, the Rayman series has proved plucky competition for platforming’s standard
bearers (read: Mario). Taking full
advantage of its status as a kind of
sideshow celebrity, the series adopts
a cavalier attitude towards the mainstays of the platforming genre specifically and the gaming industry
more generally.
With a villain by the name of
“Mister Black” and a protagonist
with an improbable lack of limbs,
the series has always sought to underscore—and, I think, celebrate—
the corny absurdity of the runningjumping-racing romp.
Rayman: Origins is no different.
Denied the extra feature-frill that
tends to weigh down contemporary
titles, the player is dropped directly
into Rayman’s beautifully cartoony
2-D universe, and one sets about
collecting Lums, saving the Electoons, and having too much fun
to ever consider asking “why.” It
sometimes seems that the developers made the premise as hilariously
threadbare as possible, as if to give a
knowing wink and say, “You’re playing it anyway, aren’t you?”
And really, who could resist? The
game’s visuals alone are enough to
hold one’s interest: the worlds are
flawlessly and deliciously painted,
and their visual themes are refreshingly unique, or at least unique
takes on the endlessly repeating
biome cycle (jungle, desert, ocean,
volcano) native to the side-scrolling
adventure.
Each world introduces a new ability to play and struggle with, so the
gameplay never gets stale. Use of
these powers is simply demonstrated and thus adopted into the player’s arsenal organically—a welcome
throwback to a time before endless
tutorials and spoon-fed how-to’s.
Rayman’s mechanics, while clearly operating in a traditional mode,
are outfitted with a modern sensi-

bility. The anachronistic “life” system has been nixed, and upon each
failed attempt the player is returned
to the start of the challenge without
penalty, à la Super Meat Boy.
Local four-player cooperative

“Taking full advantage
of its status as a kind
of sideshow celebrity,
the series adopts a
cavalier attitdue
towards the mainstays
of the platforming genre
specifically and the gaming
industry more generally.”
play—a mode almost identical to
that popular platformer re-vamp
and kindred spirit New Super Mario Bros. Wii—is refreshing as well
but does little to change the basic
dynamics of the game, for better or
worse.
And of course there is the music.
Its themes are as lush, cheerful and
full as the worlds they accompany,
but even more impressive is the integration of atmospheric noise into
the soundtrack—enemies whistle
along to the tune and power-ups
ring up and down the appropriate
scale, all lending the game a natural
wholeness and instilling in the player a sense that he has entered into
something very much alive.
More than a charming bit of nostalgia, Rayman: Origins stands up
as a modern title with real staying
power, and priced at $30 for all consoles, it’s a definite must-have for
any child of platforming’s golden
age. Not many games on the modern market can make you laugh out
loud while whitening your knuckles—Rayman makes it look easy.

Banana bread recipe
By MICHELLE CURRY
Today is National Banana Bread
Day! Are you celebrating? If you say
no, because you don’t have a recipe,
well, I have the solution! If you don’t
have a kitchen but still want to celebrate, your other option is to buy
a slice from Oppenheimer or Diversions and I highly encourage you do
just that.
This recipe is one I adapted from
allrecipes.com during winter break.
I chose to bump up the nutritional
value of this recipe and subbed part
of the flour for wheat germ. You can
also use applesauce instead of butter
to lower the fat content.
In case you didn’t know, wheat
germ is full of nutrients. It offers B
vitamins, phytosterols that help to
reduce cholesterol and lower risk
of heart disease. The phytosterols
also contain omega-3 which help
to reduce cholesterol levels, as well
as lower anxiety levels and improve
mood.
Wheat germ contains a number
of minerals, including zinc, magnesium, calcium, selenium and manganese, aiding in the chemical processes that repair the body.
Finally, if you aren’t yet convinced
to add wheat germ to this recipe, it
also contains vitamin E. This vitamin aides liver detoxification, immune function and blood glucose
control for both healthy and diabetic individuals.

Another option you have in this
recipe is to boost the protein and
add a kick of peanut flavor by adding peanut flour.
Now, on to the recipe!
Ingredients
1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 cups wheat germ (or peanut
flour)
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoons salt
1/2 cups butter or applesauce
3/4 cups brown sugar
2 eggs
2-3 large bananas, mashed
Optional additions: chocolate
chips, nuts, dried fruit
Steps
1)
Preheat oven to 350 degrees and lightly grease a loaf pan.
2)
In a large bowl combine
wheat germ, flour, salt and baking
soda.
3)
In a different bowl, cream
the butter (or applesauce) and sugar.
Stir in the eggs and mashed bananas
and blend well.
4)
Combine the wet and dry
ingredients until just moist and
pour into greased loaf pan.
5)
Bake for 60-65 minutes or
until a toothpick inserted into the
center of loaf comes out clean.
6)
Let cool and enjoy!
Happy National Banana Bread
Day!
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Lucha Libre Volcanica entertains Puget Sound
By TALISON CROSBY
Spandex. Dropkicks. Masked
heroes. High-flying action. On
Saturday, Feb. 19, the University
of Puget Sound’s Fieldhouse was
treated to a performance by Lucha Libre Volcánica.
Based in Renton, Wash., Lucha
Libre Volcánica is the premier
Lucha Libre troupe in the Pacific
Northwest.
Club coach Jose Gomez began
his career by touring Mexico as
a professional wrestler for years.
Gomez was one-half of the team
known as Los Guerreros del Futuro. After moving with his family
to the Northwest, Gomez began
the club in October 2010. What
began as lessons for two students
has grown to a club of more than
20. Gomez trains his fighters in a
small makeshift wrestling-ring in
his garage.
After much planning, Gomez’s
brother lined up a show with the
University of Puget Sound. One
of the wrestlers is a member of
CHispA (Community for Hispanic Awareness) as well as the Puget
Sound Circus Club (the wrestler’s
name is not shared in order not to
reveal his Lucha identity.)
Puget Sound’s Circus Club has
a good relationship with Lucha
Libre Volcánica, and according to
club president Phillip Brenfleck,
“A few people in Circus have
been ‘roped’ into doing Lucha
in the past and really enjoy it….
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Luchadores: Students watch the wrestling ring intently as a fair-fighting luchador, known as a
“técnico,” prepares to drop kick a cheating one, known as a “rudo.”
The whole community is really
friendly.”
After hasty preparation, Circus
Club began doing a lot of advertising for Lucha De Sound and
even performed an “ambient”
routine including handstands and
acrobatics before the wrestling

started.
“While the organization of the
event was a little last minute, it
was an absolute blast and my performers loved it,” said Brenfleck.
“A lot of people came up to them
and said things like ‘I don’t know
how you do it, but that was abso-

Tacoma artist Mark
Hoppmann speaks about his
illustrations in Collins
By JACK GILBERT

O

n Wednesday,
Feb. 15 Collins Memorial Library
featured local
artist Mark
Hoppmann who presented his
latest series of illustrations, The
Extraordinarily Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crows.
As is often the case, the majority of those patrons in attendance were middle-aged denizens of Tacoma. They shuffled
through the lobby examining the
work, and, surprisingly, the artist blended in with them. As it
turns out Hoppmann is a middleaged denizen of Tacoma, balding slightly and wearing a threepiece suit.
His illustrations examine an alternate dimension of sorts where
crows are plentiful and perch on
a variety of atypical objects, including trains, music staffs and
cave paintings.
There is a subtle, slightly psychedelic feel to the drawings,
perhaps because of the environments in which the birds are located or perhaps because the
crows look more like blankets
than animals. They are numerous and emotionless, scattered
about scenes both familiar and
unknown, very akin to an omen
but without any malice.
Nearly every illustration feature a stunning geometric
“frame,” an inked border about
an inch thick on all sides that
is reminiscent of a paisley pattern, though again, much more
psychedelic in nature. His penmanship is intricately detailed,
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New Exhibit: Mark Hoppman’s art boasts detailed, throughtprovoking illustrations and sketches, bordering on psychedelia.
though he was quick to point out
although his geometric designs
may look perfect, from close- up
one can easily spot slight imperfections.
Each illustration is titled, and
many are clever and often hilarious puns related to pop-culture. “Psycrowdelic” features
two crows facing one another as
a rainbow of intricate geometric patterns explode from their
heads. “A Murder on the Orient
Express” shows a translucent,
dream-like train filled with passenger crows; a murder, as the
artist cheekily implies.
Hoppmann’s art, he pointed
out, is created utilizing only the
most basic of artists’ tools. India ink, graphite and crayon are
all he used in creating his Crow
series, which continues to grow
and now features over 60 illustrations.
Also on display were three
illustrations
unrelated
to

Hoppmann’s series of crows.
They were a sample of objects the
artist has collected on his travels.
A photograph of Florence, a collection of stamps in varying denominations and a photograph
of a younger Hoppmann atop
the Leaning Tower of Piza wearing flared bell-bottoms and thick
glasses perhaps reveal an era of
the artist’s life in which he discovered those psychedelic inspirations.
Hoppmann runs a website
(www.markhoppmannart.com)
which features a sample gallery
and links to his products, including t-shirts, sweaters, throw pillows and even infant-sized pajamas.
The illustrations are currently on display in the Collins lobby near the circulation desk. The
next time you’re in the library,
take a minute to look at some of
Hoppmann’s art. The exhibit is
certainly worth checking out.

lutely amazing. You rock!’ CHispA was incredibly accommodating and even saved my kids front
row seats.”
Eventually the time came for
the main event. Puget Sound
students, as well as a surprising
number of community members,

flooded the gym and took their
seats in the chairs surrounding
the ring as well as in the balcony
on each side.
Students were highly enthused
by the prospect of Luchador wrestling, and it did not take much
encouragement to get students
off their feet and cheering for the
wrestlers.
Onlookers were treated to highflying kicks from wrestlers such
as Peligro, La Bestia and Aguila
del Sur” They were transfixed by
the massive jumps from the ring
corners from wrestlers such as
Corazon de Aguila, Vagabundo
and Wolverine.
Wrestlers smashed each other
over the head with chairs, exchanged menacing punches and
gripped one another in torturous
holds. At the end of the night, it
seemed that the audience had had
their fill of high-flying, acrobatic,
violence.
As the night came to an end,
most students were satisfied, and
the night ended up being a very
successful one, despite being free.
“We helped them solicit the donation boxes around the audience
before and after the show,” Brenfleck said, “and as far as I know,
the amount of donations they got
for the event was incredible.”
With the help of Circus Club,
CHispA and Lucha Libre Volcánica, Puget Sound was able to celebrate a rich Hispanic tradition.

Extremely Powerful
and Incredibly Sad
By MOLLY BROWN
The movie adaptation of Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is hard
to watch for those who have read the
book—and for those who have not.
The movie as a whole is thoroughly
depressing and consistently uses 9/11
to evoke strong and deeply tragic emotions.
The plot of the film Extremely Loud
and Incredibly Close revolves around
the Schell family. The father, Thomas
Schell, is killed on 9/11, leaving behind
9-year-old Oskar and his mother.
Oskar, in his grief and desire to learn
more about his dead father, discovers
a key fitting an unknown location. Oskar places the task upon himself to
find where the key fits, and encounters
many people and stories along the way.
The novel Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close concentrates on the stories and journey Oskar took rather
than the cause of them. Instead of focusing on the tragedy of 9/11, author
Jonathan Safran Foer focuses on the
tales of the characters outside of one
isolated event. Foer described many
more nuances in the journey of Oskar, gaving it more complexity than
the film.
The first conception of the main
character of Oskar Schell in Jonathan
Safran Foer’s novel is quite different
from the movie adaptation.
The Oskar in the novel was equally
as intelligent and socially inept as the
Oskar in the film, yet the film’s version lacked the quirky imagination the
9-year-old literary character held. The
film cut Oskar’s endearing rants about
seemingly off-track matters entirely
and instead transformed Oskar into an
angry, sad and curious little boy.
Despite the one-dimensional aspect
of the film, it still got a nod from the
Oscar film academy (and more than
likely not just because the main character was named after them).
The Oscar nod is understandable.
The cinematography is attractive, and
the concept of the film certainly elicits

strong and tangible emotions. Yet the
film forces it. The Academy’s recognition may be there, but the actual Oscar
is doubtful.
One award nomination that is absolutely warranted is Max von Sydow’s nomination by the Academy for
best actor in a supporting role. Sydow
played The Renter, a character later revealed to be a very crucial person in
Oskar Schell’s life.
Only able to respond with “yes” and
“no” tattooed on his hands, or by writing a note, the Renter could be arguably the best character in the film.
Overall, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close as a film was emotionally
draining, manipulative and powerful
to an overwhelming degree.
The event of 9/11 is extremely important and never to be trivialized;
however, it overshadowed the heart of
the quest of a boy coming to understand the world around him and the
people that occupy it.

